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On Saturday, January 9th at the 
board meeting of LATOS, the 
board unanimously voted to 
bestow Henry Hunt with a lifetime 
Honorary Membership in the Los 
Angeles Theatre Organ Society.  
This honor is well deserved 
considering the countless years 
that Henry has supported LATOS 
in numerous capacities including 
recently serving on the board as 
Vice President (now outgoing). He 
has taken the reigns of the 
Program Committee, and he has 
led  successful  collaborations  on 
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behalf of LATOS with the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse for the “Silent Sundays” 
series, as well as with the AGO, Canoga Park High School, and much more. He 
has truly brought us to the next level, as our programming has become more cost 
effective, entertaining, and far reaching.  We are pleased to announce that Henry 
Hunt continues to serve as Program Committee Chair in the year ahead. 
 

Henry has also received honors, awards and recognitions from the American 
Theatre Organ Society, the American Guild of Organists, the Organ Grinders of 
Southern California, and other organizations. 
 

Congratulations Henry, we are truly fortunate that you are a part of the LATOS 
family. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit us at LATOS.org 
 

 

Officers Elected for the LATOS Board 
 

As is customary at the beginning of each calendar year, on Saturday, January 9th, 
officers were elected by board members at the Los Angeles Theatre Organ 
Society board meeting.  Present at the meeting were board members (alphabetical 
order): Steve Asimow, Shirley Burt, Dorsey Caldwell, Angie Hougen, Don Near, 
Andre Rigden and Tony Wilson.   The Chair requested nominations from the 
Board and the following officers were elected.  In each case, the votes were 
unanimous: 

 Angie Hougen, Chairperson 
 Andre Rigden, Vice Chairperson 
 Don Near, Treasurer 
 Shirley Burt, Secretary 

 



 

 

“WINGS” the Silent Classic Feature Film 
Sunday, March  20th, 2016 at 2:30pm 
San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 
320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 

This third screening of the Silent Sunday series 
features “Wings” starring Clara Bow with live 
accompaniment on the Mission Playhouse’s Mighty 
Wurlitzer pipe organ by organist Clark Wilson. 
 

 
 

With World War I afoot, David Armstrong (Richard 
Arlen) and Jack Powell (Charles "Buddy" Rogers) 
join the military with an eye toward flying American 
fighter planes. They leave behind Mary Preston 
(Clara Bow), a local girl who's in love with David but 
committed to Jack. Dispatched to France as newly 
minted pilots, the men take to the skies in one of the 
war's climactic air battles, and as frantic Mary longs 
for the safe return of both men, one pays the 
ultimate price for his bravery. 
 

 
 

Clark Wilson is a prominent and recognized scorer 
of silent photoplays in America today. Wilson began 
his scoring career in 1980 and has toured North 
America with hundreds of film presentations at 
universities, performing arts centers, theatres, film 
 

 

“WINGS”, continued: 
 

festivals, and conventions. His work has led to 
performances for UCLA, the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, where, in addition to other 
pictures, he has repremiered “Wings” for Paramount 
Studios’ 100th Anniversary, the Los Angeles 
Conservancy, the Packard Foundation’s Stanford 
Theatre film series, for the Los Angeles Philharmonic 
Society at the Walt Disney Concert Hall organ, and 
more. 
 

Wilson was presented with the ATOS Organist of the 
Year award in 1998. An acclaimed organ technician 
and consultant, he has also been professionally 
involved with over 200 pipe organ installations to 
date and has earned the ATOS Technician of Merit 
award, the only person to receive both ATOS 
distinctions. 
 

‘Silent Sundays’ is produced as part of the Mission 
Playhouse’s Community Engagement Program, 
Engage!  in partnership with the Los Angeles Theatre 
Organ Society. The series continues with The 
Goddess (May 1). 
 

TICKETS:  Only $10 in advance, $12 at the door.  
Discounts for groups of ten or more.  There are three 
easy ways to order tickets: 
 

 In Person: The box office is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 12:00pm to 5:00pm, and is 
located on the west side of the Mission Playhouse 
at 320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776, 
adjacent to the Playhouse parking lot. 
 

 Over the Phone:  Tickets may be purchased over 
the phone by calling (626) 308-2868 on Tuesdays 
or Thursdays from 12:00pm to 5:00pm. 
 

 Online: Visit http://www.itsmyseat.com/SGMP/ 
 

The March issue of The Organ Log will have a full 
feature article that will provide additional info about 
the film, artist and the Mission Playhouse organ. 
 

Recap About the Screening of “The General” 
“The General” screened on January 24th, and was 
attended by over 400 enthusiastic audience 
members, many seeing a silent film for the first time. 
It was the largest audience that we have had in many 
years. Of course, as Mark Herman so aptly said in 
his introduction, "silent films were never really silent", 
and he presented the film with a magnificent 
accompaniment that brought the house to a standing 
ovation. It was a terrific afternoon at the Playhouse.  
 

Many in attendance have already booked their tickets 
for next month's show. 
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Open Console at South Pasadena 
12 noon to 3pm, Saturday, March 26th 
 

at the South Pasadena High School Auditorium  
1401 Fremont Avenue, South Pasadena, CA 91030 
 

 
 

This will be a wonderful opportunity to play our very 
own 3 manual/13 rank Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ in 
the South Pasadena High School Auditorium.  The 
March issue of The Organ Log will provide info about 
the location, entry into the auditorium and more. 
 

Organ Grinders 
Every Second Sunday of the Month 
 

After settling into their new location at the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church on Lake Avenue in 
Pasadena, the Organ Grinders of Southern California 
are now entering an exciting new phase.  They now 
have an amazing organ for their performers. 
 

Many may know Desi Nelson and his business 
partner, John Kereki from Desi’s Music Center. They 
have just permanently loaned a Roland Atelier organ 
to the Organ Grinders on which their members and 
guests can now have the ultimate instrument to 
express their favorite type of organ and keyboard 
music. The club has always welcomed "anyone 
willing" to perform at their monthly meetings. This 
attitude of the club has fostered a perfect environment 
for attendees to advance their performances and 
improve their comfort levels by playing for others.  
 

The Roland Atelier organ broadens the possibilities 
for any level of performer. Tonally, the organ offers 
three types of organ; classical pipe, theater and 
Hammond. It is also an orchestral instrument, and the 
sky is the limit as to the pallet of extremely realistic 
sound choices available to the player.   For people 
with a more contemporary bent, there are many 
contemporary instruments with an equal number of 
rhythmic instruments and automated patterns. For 
duets,  the Organ Grinders  also  have  a small grand 
 

 

Organ Grinders, continued: 
 

piano and a recently rebuilt Hammond B3 and 
Leslie speaker.  While the organ is also loved by 
the ‘pros’, now (for the first time) the Atelier 
instrument will enable the beginner to get their feet 
wet as they play their selection without the 
standard chords and pedals.  Yes, one finger 
chords on both hands. Sorry experts but this really 
sounds amazing! 
 

The club is an open minded group of music lovers 
who either play, or just enjoy listening.  Each 
Thursday before the Sunday meeting they host a 
free class to share playing tips as well as spend 
time helping performers set up registrations for 
their song selection for the upcoming meeting. 
 

What would any get together be without 
refreshments? This is no exception to their 
tradition.  They welcome your contributions, 
whether musical or culinary.  This is a great 
opportunity to meet new music enthusiast friends.  
The Organ Grinders meet on the second Sunday of 
every month (see “Organ Grinders” on page 4 for info). 
 

    

     Don Lewis & Elly Reitz     Don Linton (Organ Grinders President)           
 
 

                        

             Desi Nelson (Desi’s Music Center) 

 

             
John Kereki (Training Mgr/Lead Teacher,  Desi’s Music Center) 
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Southern California Theatre Organ Related Events (LATOS Events are in bold). 
 

February 28 – Sunday at 2:30pm:  Organ Pops Concert with Gene Roberson at Plummer Auditorium - 201 East Chapman Avenue, 
Fullerton, CA 92832. This is an OCTOS event (Orange County). For more info, visit www.OCTOS.org 

 

March 20 – Sunday at 2:30pm: Clark Wilson accompanies the classic 1927 silent film, “Wings” starring 
Clara Bow at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse at 320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776.  
Details on Page 2 of this issue of the Organ Log. 

 

March 26 – Saturday 12:00 to 3:00pm: Open Console at South Pasadena High School at 1401 Fremont 
Avenue, South Pasadena, CA 91030.  Details on Page 3 of this issue of the Organ Log. 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows feature the 
4-manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

ONGOING: Concerts at The Nethercutt Collection.  Visit http://www.nethercuttcollection.org/Calendar.aspx  for dates & info. 
 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a very current Roland Atelier (also 
a volunteer pot-luck).  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Ave., Pasadena, in the "Lawrence Chapel" (not in main 
sanctuary).  Free parking in the rear.  Contact Elly Reitz 626-281-3311 for more info. 
 

OTHER EVENTS: Visit GoOrgan.com for an extensive list of theatre and classical organ concerts throughout southern California. 
 
 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice Chair: Andre Rigden 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Bill Campbell 

 

Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 

Mark Herman: 626-791-9193 
 

Tony Wilson: LATOS1@verizon.net 
 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other board member contact info including email messaging. 
 

 


