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A Musical Blast To The Past! 
an entertaining melodic journey from vaudeville to pop 
 

Sunday, February 16th

at the Old Town Music Hall - 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo, CA 90245 
, 2014 at 7:30pm 

 

 

Featuring Tony Wilson at the Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organ 
with guest artists John Reed-Torres, Paul Revier, and a special appearance by Bill Field. 

 
Tony at the Wanamaker Organ in Philadelphia;  John Reed-Torres (at the Calliophone & Piano); Paul Revier (Top-R) 
 

Tony Wilson will perform a variety of music on one of the west coast’s largest 
theatre pipe organs – Old Town Music Hall’s own mighty Wurlitzer.  Selections 
will include popular songs from the 1920’s, 30’s and 40’s, as well as more 
recent pop music and songs from Broadway.  He will even play a fast and 
energetic classical piece to show off the power of the amazing instrument.  
Tony has performed concerts throughout the United States and in Europe, 
including local concerts in Los Angeles for the American Theatre Organ 
Society (ATOS) at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse, the Orpheum Theatre, 
Pasadena City College, and the recent ATOS Annual Convention.  Tony has a 
number of recordings to his name including, “Tony Wilson at the Organ Loft” 
(LP), and the CD, “Tony Wilson – I Just Couldn’t Say Goodbye” (to name a few). 
 

Joining Tony will be guest artist John Reed-Torres, one of the best of a recent 
group of  "under age 30" pianists that have been making names for themselves 
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A Musical Blast to the Past 
Upcoming Tony Wilson Concert, continued: 
 

at festivals and concerts.   John 
is very quickly becoming popular 
as a prolific composer of ragtime, 
following in the footsteps of 
classic ragtime greats such as 
Scott Joplin, Arthur Marshall and 
James Scott. 
 

You will also witness vocalist 
Paul Revier singing two songs 
accompanied by Tony Wilson on 
the pipe organ in a first-time-live 
performance since the songs 
were recorded in the 1920’s with 
vocalists accompanied by famed 
organists Jesse and Helen 
Crawford.  Originally from Dallas, 
Paul has performed as a vocalist 
in California for the past eleven 
years, and has been highlighted 
in concerts, television, live stage, 
and with a chorus in Orange 
County.   
 

Finally, you will experience the 
magic of what it was like to go to 
a movie in the 1920’s as Bill 
Field will accompany a 15 minute 
short silent comedy film entitled, 
“Sugar Daddies”, starring Laurel 
& Hardy. 
 

SPECIAL NOTE: In addition to 
schooling in music, Tony Wilson 
received instruction from Gordon 
Kibbee, a renowned organist 
who recorded for radio, TV and 
motion pictures in the 1950s and 
’60s, and performed throughout 
the U.S.  Tony was also coached 
(later) by famous organist, Tom 
Sheen.  But before all of this 
(when Tony was in his teens 
about 40 years ago), he was 
inspired by Bill Field who was 
one of the few who encouraged 
Tony to pursue his love of music 
– something that Tony will never 
forget.  For this (and other reasons), 
Tony requested that all proceeds 
from  the  admission price of this 
show go to the benefit Old Town 
 

 

A Musical Blast to the Past 
Upcoming Tony Wilson Concert, continued: 
 

Music Hall which is a 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization.  This will 
further enable the Old Town 
Music Hall (a treasured cultural 
landmark) to preserve the golden 
era of silent films accompanied 
on theatre pipe organ, classic 
feature films, a variety of 
concerts (including events that 
feature the theatre pipe organ), 
and more. 
 

 
Bill Field (co-founder & proprietor) at the 
Old Town Music Hall Wurlitzer console. 

 

All seats for this concert featuring 
Tony Wilson and guest artists will 
only be $20 

 

(cash or check), and 
since the theatre is an intimate 
concert setting, just about any 
seat in the house is fine 
(acoustically).  

Tickets will be available at the 
box office on the day of the 
concert, or reservations may be 
made by phone.  You can refer 
to Old Town Music Hall’s seating 
chart on their website, then call 
the theater to reserve seats: 310-
322-2592 
 
For more info, visit: 
www.OldTownMusicHall.org     
and click on “Concerts” 
 
A message from Tony Wilson: 
 

“I hope to see you at the Old 
Town Music Hall on February 16 
at 7:30pm for a fun evening of 
music with a nice slice of 
variety!”   Warm regards, Tony 

 

Bob Salisbury 
Silent Film Performance 
January 11, 2014 
 

A Review by Dorsey Caldwell 
                              LATOS Board Member 
 

On Sunday, January 11, 2014, 
LATOS produced a very 
memorable program.  Our guest 
artist was Bob Salisbury who is 
well known and regarded by 
theater organ fans throughout 
the Western United States.  The 
afternoon began with Bob giving 
an informal one-hour talk and 
demonstration on how 
background music and special 
effects for silent films are 
obtained using the theater 
organ.  A brief history was given 
by telling the audience that the 
theater organ was invented in 
the early part of the 20th 
century by two main individuals, 
namely Rudolph Wurlitzer and 
Robert Hope Jones.  According 
to Bob, these men took the 
classical organ which had 
played throughout history in 
concert halls, cathedrals and 
churches, and developed them 
with voices and tremolos to 
create a variety of moods and 
emotions. Bob said that they 
further added bells whistles, 
horns, and other effects to 
match the action of the early 
movies of the time.   
 

Our publicity was written to 
encourage families to bring their 
youngsters so that they may be 
introduced to the world of silent 
movies and theater organ. 
 

The feature film of the day was 
"Peter Pan" from 1924.  This is 
a charming movie that would be 
of interest to most people, 
young and old alike.  At the 
beginning Bob Salisbury quoted 
his old friend  and  mentor, the 
 
   CONTINUED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE… 

  The Organ Log  – February, 2014 PAGE 2 



 

 

Bob Salisbury Silent Film Performance – Review by Dorsey Caldwell, continued: 
 

late Gaylord Carter by saying that "If I've done my job correctly, you should be unaware of the 
presence of the organ."  After Bob's talk the movie screen was lowered down in front of the organ 
console. The organ was played from this position using a monitor and video connection from the DVD 
player and projector located in the balcony to cue the music.  During the lecture portion of the program 
Bob explained that he would be using music that he personally composed for this movie.  He further 
explained that none of the musical passages have been put down on paper but rather are all played 
from memory. 
 

The movie image on the big screen was beautiful and Bob's music and timing fit the action perfectly.  
Immediately after the last note was played the screen was abruptly raised to again expose the organ 
console.  One eight year old boy remarked that he had forgotten all about the organ during the movie 
and was a bit shocked to see it again reappear, thus affirming that Bob indeed, had done his job well. 
 

 

Bob Salisbury demonstrates the Wurlitzer to fascinated youth (Photo: Angie Hougen) 
 

As was previously announced before the 
movie began the audience was invited to 
come up onto the stage after the 
performance to view the console up 
close during which Bob cordially 
explained and demonstrated more of the 
organ's capabilities.  We sincerely thank 
you, Bob for providing us with a very 
pleasant and educational afternoon.  
We're certain that this will be the first of 
many more such experiences to come. 
 

Editor’s Note: We were so pleased to see a 
number of youth attend this event.  We depend 
on our wonderful and loyal members, and a 
hopeful increase in the interest of youth to help 
preserve, maintain, promote and present 
a truly wonderful instrument, the theatre 
pipe organ. 
 

Quote of the Month 
 

“Music is a higher revelation than all wisdom and philosophy."
 

     Ludwig van Beethoven 
 

Coming April 13, 2014  – “The American Songbook Rediscovered” 
 

 

 
                            Mark Herman                Anthony Snitker 
 

Theatre Organist Mark Herman and Vocalist 
Anthony Snitker will perform a variety show of 
music from the Golden Age of American 
songwriting. With songs from the 1920s, 30s, 
and 40s, the show will feature the music of 
composers such as George Gershwin, Harry 
Warren, Cole Porter, and many more. Hear the 
majestic Mighty Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ 
create its classic vintage sounds and guest 
artist Anthony Snitker offer his signature and 
authentic vocal interpretations of some of the 
20th Century's greatest compositions. 
 

The March issue of the Organ Log will include 
a two page feature article about the artists and 
this exciting show. 
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Southern California Theatre Organ Related Events 
 

February 16, 2014 – Sunday at 7:30pm – “A Musical Blast To The Past”, an entertaining journey from vaudeville to 
pop featuring Tony Wilson at the Old Town Music Hall.  Visit www.oldtownmusichall.org for info.   

 

February 20, 2014 – Thursday at 7:00pm – Bob Salisbury accompanies “Steamboat Bill, Jr.” starring Buster Keaton at 
the Shafter Congregational Church on 430 E. Tulare, Shafter, CA.  Admission $10 

 

February 22, 2014 – Saturday at 1:00pm – Bob Salisbury accompanies “One Week”, “Big Business” & “Paleface”, all 
starring Buster Keaton at the Shafter Congregational Church (see address above).  Admission $10 

 

February 23, 2014 – Sunday at 1:30pm – Bob Salisbury accompanies “The Sheik” starring Rudolph Valentino at the 
historic Mission Inn on 3649 Mission Inn Ave. in Riverside.  Admission: $20 

 
April 13, 2014 – Sunday at 2:30pm – Mark Herman and Anthony Snitker, The American Songbook 

Rediscovered” at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse (featuring the WurliTzer Theatre 
Pipe Organ) on 320 S. Mission Dr, San Gabriel, CA 91776  See page 3 of this issue. 

 

 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd

 

 Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a digital theatre organ 
(also a volunteer pot-luck).  1270 Lincoln Ave., Suite 100, Pasadena, CA 91103   Info and directions: 626-791-9193 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows 
featuring the 4-manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 
 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
626-791-9193 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Jim Dawson 
310-217-9202 
 

Don Near: 800-539-8944 

 

Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 
 

Bill Campbell: 888-528-6722 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other 
contact info including email messaging. 

 


