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Going Retro! 
a Fun Salute to Music of the Early 1900’s 
July 27th, 2014 at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre on 4401 W. 8th Street, Los Angeles 
 

   
             John Reed-Torres                Janet Klein (and her Parlor Boys)                     Tony Wilson 
 

With the popularity of the Wilshire Ebell Theatre, it is never easy to lock in a 
date for a LATOS event, but we are excited to announce that the theatre has 
given us a tentative date of July 27th for our show.  Confidence is very high that 
this date will be locked in.  We will confirm and provide more details and ticket 
info in the July issue of the Organ Log, and on our website at www.LATOS.org 
 

LATOS will present “Going Retro!”, a unique variety show that will include a 
wide range of music from the early to mid 1900s. 
 

Janet Klein and her Parlor Boys will bring you a variety of music including 
standards, vaudeville, roaring twenties and more, with an all-star line-up of 
great musicians.  Janet’s reverence for a bygone era and her ability to make it 
come alive will be a rare treat for the sentimentalist in all of us. 
 

Tony Wilson will perform on the Barton theatre pipe organ.  He has 
performed concerts throughout the U.S.A. and Europe, including local concerts 
at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse, Orpheum Theatre, Old Town Music 
Hall, and for the American Theatre Organ Society at their 2012 Convention. 
 

John Reed-Torres has become popular at concerts locally and abroad, and 
is a prolific composer and performer of ragtime.  He follows in the footsteps of 
classic ragtime greats, but with his own unique and creative style. 
 

Guitarist, Angie Hougen will also perform a duet with Tony Wilson. 
 

 



 

 

LATOS Member & FOTO 
Appreciation Day  
Saturday, August 30, 2014 
at the Old Town Music Hall 
140 Richmond Street, El Segundo, CA 
 

 
Photo courtesy of DonHoltz.com 

 

This event will be held to thank 
our Members and FOTOs for 
their loyalty and support. The 
event will be complimentary for a 
limited number of people (see 
the July issue of the Organ Log 
for details), and will include: 
 

 11:00am to 1:15pm Open 
Console on the fabulous 4-
manual/27-rank theatre pipe 
organ.  Tony Wilson will be 
available to help members with 
registration and anything else 
they need for an unforgettable 
experience playing “the real 
thing”.  So work up your 
favorite song and have the 
experience of your life! 

 

 A Silent Movie Matinee after 
a short break:  The theatre will 
re-open between 1:45 and 
2:00pm for a 2:30pm Movie 
Matinee with the classic silent 
feature film, “Blood and Sand”, 
starring Rudolph Valentino and 
accompanied on the theatre 
pipe organ by Bill Field. The 
matinee will include music and 
a sing-along before the movie. 
You will experience the magic 
of what it was like to go to the 
movies in the 1920’s. 

 

 Shy About Playing Organ, or 
Unable to Play?  We are also 
working on the possibility of a  

 

 
 

Member & FOTO Appreciation, continued: 
 

slightly earlier time when those 
who don’t play or are shy of 
playing in front of others might at 
least be able to sit down for a 
photo opportunity at the console. 
 

The July issue of The Organ Log 
will provide complete details on 
this fun event, and will include 
information on how to RSVP.   
You can also get information 
and RSVP right now by visiting 
our website at www.LATOS.org 
and clicking on “EVENTS”. 
 

Hot Pipes… 
the story of an unlikely DJ 
Edited by Tony Wilson 

 
 

In 1978, Steve Ashley emigrated 
from London to Los Angeles, 
with very little thought of radio or 
theatre organs. It wasn’t until the 
1987 ATOS Convention in Los 
Angeles that his interest in these 
instruments was rekindled and 
he started to become involved 
with the Los Angeles Theatre 
Organ Society. 
 

Around the same time, Steve 
became aware of KPCC, a radio 
station that broadcasted from 
Pasadena City College and had 
a weekly show called “Gee Dad! 
It’s A Wurlitzer” that was hosted 
by  Hal Sanguinetti  at  the  time. 
Steve later met and talked with 
Hal  during  a  LATOS concert in 

 

 
 

Hot Pipes, continued: 
 

1991, who ultimately asked 
Steve to come in on Sunday 
evenings to help with the 
broadcasts. 
 

Over a short period of time, 
Steve Ashley worked from 
helping with the record library, to 
suggesting a few tracks for the 
weekly shows, then progressing 
to programming the entire hour, 
along with scribbling some host-
notes about selected tracks.  
One Sunday late in 1992, Hal 
dropped the bombshell that he 
was leaving Los Angeles to live 
in Phoenix, Arizona, and asked 
Steve to take over the show.  
Steve told us that, “Panic 
immediately set in, of course, 
and I needed just a little 
reassuring that I could handle 
Gee Dad on my own.”  After a 
few challenges during his initial 
start with the show, the 
broadcasts went without a hitch.  
Steve said, “During my tenure 
with Gee Dad…, KPCC (a public 
non-profit radio station) raised 
more and more funds from the 
show, so there was never a hint 
of losing the Sunday evening 
broadcast slot. We were paying 
our way - most important, even 
with a non-profit broadcaster!”  
Over time, the number of 
listeners continued to rise, and 
Steve was able to use the power 
of radio to help publicize organ 
events on-air to try to increase 
the audiences at local concerts 
in the Los Angeles Area. 
 

Steve said, “I left Los Angeles in 
1995 with some sadness, 
moving back to the UK with my 
new wife, Pauline, who I’d met 
at the Odeon, Leicester Square 
(yes, at an organ concert!) the 
year before while on holiday in 
London.”   In 2004, Steve Ashley 
and his wife,  Pauline,  moved to 
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Hot Pipes, continued from Page 2: 
 

Spain to start a new life selling houses in the 
booming property market there - which Steve said 
was not a pleasant experience.  To make matters 
worse, there was little in the way of entertainment 
in their chosen Almeria Province. 
 

To keep himself engaged, he created a program of 
music from 1925 to 1965 called “Those Dancing 
Years”.  Within a couple of weeks (in late 2006), he 
was back on the air and settled into a 2-hour show 
on Valle Radio, Albox.  In 2007, Steve added a 
half-hour radio show (in Spain) entitled “Pipes and 
Paella” which focused solely on theatre organ. 
The show grew to one hour and was renamed, 
“Hot Pipes”, a title that Steve has stuck with since.  
Steve Ashley never had a real sense of how 
popular Hot Pipes was until he stopped doing the 
shows on Valle in September 2009.  He found that 
he had a very large local audience. 
 

With advances in computer technology, Steve was 
able to set up his own high-end computer, 
microphone(s), mixers, and a wide array of other 
high-end/high-tech equipment that enabled him to 
continue production of complete Hot Pipes radio 
shows at home, and to a very high standard. 
 

Hot Pipes 1-hour podcasts (www.hotpipes.eu) now 
run on a semimonthly schedule since Steve must 
also spend some time on earning a living!  He also 
produces weekly half-hour shows that are played 
on three other radio stations, and on ATOS Radio 
(www.atos.org/atos-theatre-organ-radio).  Steve hopes 
that there are more broadcast stations to follow. 
 

If you haven’t sampled Steve Ashley’s shows 
already, you might want to join the thousands of 
others who have either download the programs for 
later listening, or have enjoyed them directly from 
the Internet.  The internet link to hear the Hot Pipes 
show can be found on our LATOS website at 
www.LATOS.org (then click on LISTEN & VIEW).  Or 
visit Hot Pipes directly at www.HotPipes.eu 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Since Steve Ashley makes Hot Pipes possible 
mostly through his own investment, donations 
are always very much appreciated – especially if 
you value the program. This can be done safely 
through the HotPipes.eu website. 
 

When the day is done, it doesn’t cost the listener 
to hear these wonderful podcasts.  In this editor’s 
opinion, Hot Pipes is best of any show today. 
 

Visit  www.HotPipes.eu 
 

We found two wonderful and very relevant 
photos of Steve Ashley (provided below): 
 

 
Steve Ashley at KPCC in the early 1990’s 

 

 
Steve Ashley at home office and studio (present day). 

 

Quote of the Month:   "It's like forcing an elephant through a mattress." 
                                                          Virgil Fox’s rumored description of an E.M. Skinner Tuba Mirabilis. 
 
 

Submit Your Article to the Organ Log 
A number of LATOS members are organists or 
enthusiasts who have wonderful writing or 
photography skills that we would love to share with 
our readers.  If you have an article that you would 
 

 

 
like to see published, please email our creative 
staff at LATOS1@verizon.net  Articles should 
be relevant to theatre organ, and photos are 
encouraged.  We would even entertain a photo 
feature.  We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Southern California Theatre Organ Related Events 
 

June 15, 2014 – Sunday at 2:30pm.  Dean Mora Concert and a Silent Film at Plummer Auditorium on 201 E Chapman, 
Fullerton.  Tickets $15, members $12, children free. Tickets at door or OCTOS.org. Visit www.OCTOS.org 

 

The Los Angeles Conservancy presents two films at the Orpheum Theatre on 842 S. Broadway, Los Angeles. Music will 
be provided for one hour before each show on the theatre’s original 3 manual/14 rank Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ. 
 

 June 18, 2014 – Wednesday at 8pm, “Footlight Parade” with pre-show music performed by Bob Salisbury. 
 

 June 28, 2014 – Saturday at 2pm and 8pm, “Citizen Kane” with pre-show music performed by Tony Wilson. 
 

For info on these events, visit: https://www.laconservancy.org/events-tours/last-remaining-seats  
 

July 27, 2014 – Sunday at 2:30pm (tentative): “Going Retro! A Fun Salute to Music of the Early 1900’s” with 
Janet Klein and her Parlor Boys, John Reed-Torres on ragtime piano, and Tony Wilson on the Barton 
theatre pipe organ;  including a duet with Tony Wilson and guest artist Angie Hougen.  The Wilshire 
Ebell Theatre on 743 S Lucerne Bl., Los Angeles.  See front page. 

 

August 10, 2014 – Saturday, 1 to 4pm.  Potluck & Open Console on a Wurlitzer pipe organ at Plummer Auditorium on 201 
E. Chapman, Fullerton.  OCTOS invites LATOS Members & FOTOS to attend.  Visit www.OCTOS.org 

 

August 30, 2014 – Saturday at 11:00am: Member Appreciation Day.  Open Console and a silent feature film 
accompanied by Bill at the Old Town Music Hall on 140 Richmond St., El Segundo.  See pg 2 of this issue. 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows 
feature the 4-manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 
 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
626-791-9193 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 

 

Bill Campbell: 888-528-6722 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 
 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other 
contact info including email messaging. 

 


