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The American Songbook Rediscovered 
Sunday, April 13th, 2014 at 2:30pm 
San Gabriel Mission Playhouse - 320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 

 

Featuring Mark Herman on the Theatre Pipe 
Organ – with Vocalist Anthony Snitker 
 

 
                                                Organist,  Mark Herman                                              Vocalist, Anthony Snitker 
 

On Sunday, April 13, 2014 at 2:30pm, the Los Angeles Theater Organ Society 
will present a unique and exciting show featuring award-winning artist Mark 
Herman performing on the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse’s fabulous Wurlitzer 
theatre pipe organ, and popular vocalist Anthony Snitker.   
 

They will perform a variety show of music from the Golden Age of American 
songwriting. With songs from the 1920s, 30s, and 40s, the show will feature 
the music of composers such as George Gershwin, Harry Warren, Cole Porter, 
and many more. Hear the majestic Mighty Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ create 
its classic vintage sounds and guest artist Anthony Snitker offer his signature 
and authentic vocal interpretations of some of the 20th Century's greatest 
compositions. 
 

CONTINUED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE… 
 



 

 

The American Songbook Rediscovered 
April 13, 2014 at 2:30pm, continued: 
 

About Mark Herman: 
 

Born in 1987, Mark Herman is 
one of America’s busiest young 
theatre organists, performing 
over 30 concerts and silent film 
presentations each year across 
the US and abroad.  In July of 
2012, he was named the 
American Theatre Organ 
Society’s Organist of the Year 
and is the youngest person ever 
to receive the prestigious honor. 
 

Mark Herman studied theatre 
organ with John Ferguson of 
Indianapolis, who is recognized 
worldwide for his skills as a 
teacher. He studied classical 
piano with Christine Freeman. 
 

After graduating with a degree in 
Theatre Arts/Management from 
DePaul University in Chicago, 
Mark relocated to Indianapolis, 
where he runs Mark Herman 
Design, a creative marketing and 
web agency. He also represents 
the Allen Organ Company with 
Meridian Music, and is in 
demand as a voicing specialist 
and tonal consultant for Allen 
Organs.  He is proud to be an 
Allen Artist, showcasing new 
Allen Organs in the US and 
abroad. 
 

About Anthony Snitker:  
 

A native of the small river town of 
McGregor, Iowa, Anthony now 
resides in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
where he is VP of Operations 
and Business Development for 
Mark Herman Design.  He 
graduated from Columbia 
College Chicago in 2010 with a 
BA in Musical Theatre. 
 

Anthony is an active performer in 
the Indianapolis theatre scene, 
and his favorite past roles 
include Melchoir in Spring 
Awakening at Columbia College; 
 

 

The American Songbook Rediscovered, continued: 
 

Huck Finn in Big River;  Man 2 in 
Songs for a New World;  and 
Hero in A Funny Thing 
Happened on the Way to the 
Forum. 
 

He recently performed the role of 
Jack in the Booth Tarkington 
Civic Theatre’s production of 
Stephen Sondheim’s musical 
Into the Woods in Carmel, IN. 
Besides singing and acting, 
Anthony is also a dancer. His 
experience ranges in many 
styles of dance including tap, 
swing, jazz, ballet, modern, and 
contact improvisation. 
 

This will truly be a memorable 
show, a “must-see” event!  We 
hope to see you there. 
 

Tickets for the Show: 
 

General Audience: $20 each at 
the box-office (opens at 1:30pm 
on the day of the show). 
 

LATOS & FOTO Members $15 
each.  Price is the same in 
advance or at the box-office.  
Advance tickets will be held in 
will-call on the day of the event. 
 

Under 18: Free 
 

Visit www.LATOS.org for more 
info and advance tickets. 

 
Musical Blast To The Past  
at the Old Town Music Hall 
        A Review by Dorsey Caldwell 
                                     LATOS Board Member 
 

Those of us who were fortunate 
enough to be in the audience at 
the Old Town Music Hall on 
February 16, 2014 were treated 
to a wonderful and unique 
musical experience.  On that day 
our good friend and loyal LATOS 
member, Tony Wilson appeared 
as the featured artist in a benefit 
concert on the 4/26  theatre  pipe 
 

 

“Blast To The Past” Review, continued: 
 

organ.  He was joined by two 
other talented gentlemen, 
pianist John Reed-Torres and 
vocalist Paul Revere. 
 

Tony selected and beautifully 
performed a wide variety of 
music. Since the organ is kept 
in near-perfect condition, it 
never sounded better in Tony's 
capable hands. 
 

The program began with Tony 
performing a rousing medley of 
Take The “A” Train and Rock 
Around The Clock, followed by a 
ballad, then a novelty song.  
Tony then introduced the first 
guest artist, John Reed-Torres, 
a talented young composer and 
skillful player of ragtime piano.  
He treated the audience to one 
of his own compositions as well 
as the music of Scott Joplin and 
James Scott.  Tony later 
introduced vocalist Paul Revere 
who sang a few numbers in a 
beautiful and lyrical style. 
 

In the second half of the 
program, Bill Field accompanied 
a Laurel & Hardy short comedy 
titled "Sugar Daddies" in his 
incomparable style.  The film 
and Bill’s wonderful music and 
queues left the audience in 
stitches. The remainder of the 
program was carried by Tony 
Wilson and John Torres. 
 

The evening was a benefit to 
help "Old Town" in its mission to 
present vintage movies, 
showcase the theatre organ and 
encourage young musicians.  
Tony conceived and produced 
this program out of appreciation 
to Bill Field who helped him in 
the very early stage of his 
career when he was a teenager.  
All too soon the evening came 
to an end with the audience 
wanting more. 
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Open Console at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre, a Successful Event 
A collective article from Angie Hougen and Steve Asimow, edited by Anthony Paul   (Photos by Angie Hougen) 

         
                                 Dr. Roger Leir                                                      Bob Kambeitz                                      Bill Peterson 
 

On Monday, January 27, 2014, LATOS hosted an Open Console at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre.  
Members had the exciting opportunity to see and play LATOS’ Barton theatre pipe organ.  About two 
dozen members and their friends came to the event including the editors of this article, Gordon Belt 
(who donated his Wurlitzer pipe organ to Barnum Hall), Kyle Irwin (Curator of the Mechanical Music 
Collection at the Nethercutt Collection), Bob Kambeitz, Dr. Roger Leir, Bill Peterson, Esther Pineda, Ty 
Woodward (concert artist), the newest LATOS member Roger Chausse, and others. 
 

Since the Ebell is a full working theater with a busy weekend schedule, it has sometimes been difficult 
to set aside time for LATOS events.  As a result, this open console session was set up for a weekday 
“between rush hour” times – something that had never been tried before.  To the surprise of LATOS, 
many members liked the weekday event.  It was a pleasant afternoon of socializing, catching up with 
friends, and meeting new people who've only been recently bitten by "the theatre organ bug".  For 
example Roger Chausse has classical organ experience, and has always wanted to try a theatre 
organ.  LATOS members were happy to assist Roger in becoming familiar with the instrument.  Roger 
adapted quickly, and started to sound like a pro by afternoon’s end.  The fun and camaraderie at this 
event was a refreshing example of LATOS spirit in action.  
 

LATOS members were excited to meet Ebell members and staff who came into the auditorium just to 
enjoy the music.  This was a wonderful chance to show off the organ and to come up with ideas on 
how the organ can be presented to their membership, as well as incorporate it into special events at 
the Wilshire Ebell.  Angie Hougen (LATOS President and Chairperson) is very encouraged with the start of 
meaningful dialogue, and seeing a stronger collaboration between LATOS and the Wilshire Ebell. 
 

Ed Burnside and Ken Kukuk arrived early in the morning to make some last minute adjustments and 
tuning to the instrument before the event began.  They were also on hand to give visitors a tour of the 
chambers, which gave everyone a greater appreciation of the instrument.  Ed and Ken even escorted 
several of the Ebell staff members who had never seen the pipe organ “up close”.  Many thanks go out 
to Ed and Ken. 
 

Angie Hougen said, “My advice to anyone who'd like to attend an open console is to ‘GO’.  You don't 
have to be a concert level musician to participate.  In fact, it can be very inspiring to sit at the console 
and just try things out.  We like to schedule plenty of time so everyone can have a chance to play, and 
it is an interesting experience for those who never have toured the chambers.  Open console sessions 
are also a pleasant way to get together with our membership and enjoy some beautiful music.  We will 
return to the Ebell on August 25th for another open console, so mark your calendars.  We would like to 
extend our special thanks to the Wilshire Ebell management for their generosity in allowing us 
increased access to the instrument. With the understanding that the Wilshire Ebell is a very busy, 
working theatre, we appreciate that they are making us an important priority in the theatre's operation.” 
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Southern California Theatre Organ Related Events 
 

April 13, 2014 – Sunday at 2:30pm – Mark Herman and Anthony Snitker, The American Songbook 
Rediscovered” at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse (featuring the WurliTzer Theatre 
Pipe Organ) on 320 S. Mission Dr, San Gabriel, CA 91776.  See feature article in this issue. 

 

June 15, 2014 – Sunday at 2:30pm – Dean Mora in Concert at Plummer Auditorium – Visit www.OCTOS.org for ticket 
prices and more information as the date approaches. 

 
ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a digital theatre organ 
(also a volunteer pot-luck).  1270 Lincoln Ave., Suite 100, Pasadena, CA 91103   Info and directions: 626-791-9193 
 
 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows 
feature the 4-manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

Quote of the Month 
 

      “Music expresses that which cannot be put into words and cannot remain silent." 
 

                                                                                                                                                                           Victor Hugo 
 
 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
626-791-9193 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 

 

Bill Campbell: 888-528-6722 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 
 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other 
contact info including email messaging. 

 


