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Silent Film Screening of 
1928 rediscovered classic, “Ramona” 
accompanied by Bob Salisbury on the Wurlitzer Theatre Pipe Organ 
 

Sunday, June 14th, 2015 at 2pm  -  FREE Admission (see details) 
 

 

San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 
320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 

Article by Marlena Montesione, San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 
 

 
 

Mark your calendar for June 14 and spend a memorable Sunday afternoon at the 
Mission Playhouse in San Gabriel! 
 

Step back in time and watch the classic 1928 film, Ramona, with live 
accompaniment provided by organist Bob Salisbury on the Playhouse’s 
1924 vintage mighty Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ.  The film, starring Dolores 
del Rio and Warner Baxter, tells the story of Ramona, a girl of mixed descent who 
falls in love with Alessandro, a Native American, and suffers injustices and 
discrimination. 
 

The film is based on the 1884 novel of the same name written by Helen Hunt 
Jackson. Jackson was not only a poet and writer; she was an advocate of Indian 
rights.  After hearing a lecture from the Chief of the Ponca Tribe, Standing Bear, 
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“RAMONA”, continued: 
 

about the tribe’s forced eviction from their 
reservation, Jackson was enraged and wanted to 
bring attention to the injustice being done to the 
Native Americans. In 1881, she wrote the book A 
Century of Dishonor which described the federal 
government’s mistreatment of the Native Americans, 
broken treaties, and forced removal of tribes. The 
book did not have much impact so Jackson decided 
to write the novel Ramona in 1884. “Woven into the 
romance of Ramona and Alessandro is a glimpse of 
the tragic history of Southern California’s native 
people” (Brigandi). 
 

The novel connected with people but not in the way 
Jackson imagined it would. “All over the Midwest and 
East, Americans wanted to see the beautiful 
landscapes she described and the romantic 
characters she brought to life…thousands upon 
thousands of tourists came and many stayed… 
(Worden, 2014).  One of the tourist attractions was in 
San Gabriel. Right next door to the Mission 
Playhouse in the area which is now Grapevine Arbor 
is considered Ramona’s birthplace. Ramona became 
“a best seller on the strength of its central romance 
and picturesque rendering of Southern California.” 
(Ferdinand, 2014). The book has been in print ever 
since. 
 

Ramona left its mark in other ways throughout our 
state. Streets and schools are named after the book. 
Ramona #109 is the name of the San Gabriel parlor 
of the Native Sons of the Golden West. The Ramona 
Pageant, the nation’s longest running outdoor play, 
has been performed yearly in Hemet since 1923. In 
1993, the pageant was designated as California’s 
Official Outdoor Play. Four motion picture 
adaptations have been made: D.W. Griffith’s 1910 
Ramona starring Mary Pickford, Donald Crisp’s three 
hour long version in 1916, 1936’s Ramona with 
Loretta Young, and the 1928 film featuring Dolores 
del Rio (screening at the Mission Playhouse). 
 

 
Film Poster Credit: Timeline Films 

 
 
 
 

1928’s Ramona was directed by Edwin Carewe. 
Born Jay Fox, he was of Native American heritage. 
Carewe, “himself of Chickasaw descent (a very rare 
thing in Hollywood), represented a felicitous match 
for the material and sensitive interpreter of the 
action” (“Special Screening: Ramona 1928,” 2014). 
Carewe directed 57 films in his career and 
discovered Mexican actress Dolores del Rio who 
also starred in some of his other movies. 
 

 
Dolores Del Rio & Warner Baxter in “Ramona”  Credit: Timeline Films     

 

Carewe’s Ramona was considered lost for decades. 
It was thought to have suffered the fate of other 
silent films. According to the Library of Congress, 
75% of silent films are lost. “14% of featured films 
produced domestically from 1912-1929 survived in 
their original 35mm format. 11% are completed as 
foreign versions or on lower quality format…” 
(Cannady, 2013). Luckily, a copy of Ramona was 
discovered in the Czech Republic in 2010. Stay 
after the showing for a discussion and learn the 
fascinating story of Ramona’s discovery with the 
film historians who found the movie and coordinated 
its return back to the states. 
 

RSVP and get your tickets today at 
missionplayhouse.org/events or call 626-308-
2865.  This screening is part of the Mission 
Playhouse Community Engagement Program, 
“Engage” and is presented by the San Gabriel 
Mission Playhouse, City of San Gabriel, Native 
Sons of the Golden West - Ramona Parlor #109,  
Ramona Museum of California History,  and the 
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society.  
 
REFERENCES:  Brigandi, P. More Than Just A Love Story. Ramona Bowl Amphitheatre: 
http://ramonabowl.com/just-love-story/    Cannady, S. (2013)  Library Reports on America’s 
Endangered Silent-Film Heritage;     Library of Congress. http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2013/13-
209.html     Ferdinand, M. (2014). Ramona. San Francisco Silent Film Festival. 
http://www.silentfilm.org/archive/ramona     Special Screening: Ramona 1928. (2014). UCLA Film 
and Television Archive. https://www.cinema.ucla.edu/events/2014-03-29/special-screening-ramona-
1928      Worden, L. (2014). Lost SCV-Related 1928 Film Reappears After Falling to Nazis, Soviets. 
Santa Clarita Valley History. http://www.scvhistory.com/scvhistory/carewe1928ramona.htm 
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About Bob Salisbury 
Accompanist for the “Ramona” Silent Film 
 

 
Bob Salisbury at the Mission Playhouse Wurlitzer 

 

Bob Salisbury began organ lessons at the age 10, 
and on theatre organ at age 13, studying with the 
legendary Gaylord Carter.  This began a 45 year 
relationship as friend and instructor. 
 

In his home town of Avalon California on Catalina 
Island, Bob played the Page Theater Pipe Organ at 
the Avalon Theater on a nightly basis before each 
movie.  He also played for all three churches on 
Catalina Island. 
 

Bob and his wife Mary are now semi-retired in Desert 
Hot Springs, California.  Bob continues to play silent 
movies and concerts, and is the organist and choir 
director for the United Church of the Desert in Palm 
Desert, CA.  
 

Bob was honored by the American Theater Organ 
Society with a national award at their convention in 
2010.  He has performed concerts and accompanied 
silent films throughout California and abroad for well 
known shows, venues and organizations including: 
Barnum Hall (Santa Monica), California Theater (San 
Bernardino), The CBS Television Series “Touched 
By An Angel”, Community Arts Theater Society (Big 
Bear Lake), the Directors’ Guild of America, Mission 
Inn (Riverside), Orange County Theater Organ 
Society, the Orpheum Theater, Pasadena Civic 
Auditorium,    the San Diego Theater Organ Society,  
the Gabriel Mission Playhouse, Sierra Theater Organ 
Society (Sacramento), St. Richard’s Episcopal 
Church, the University of Redlands, the Valley Organ 
Society (Los Angeles) and the Wilshire Ebell Theater 
to name a few. 
 

You will surely enjoy Bob’s artistry as he 
accompanies the recently rediscovered silent film, 
“Ramona”. 
 

 

A Message from Angie Hougen 
About the Upcoming “Ramona” Film Event 
 

 
 

LATOS is excited to return to the San Gabriel 
Playhouse, and to co-present Delores del Rio and 
Warner Baxter (one of the first Academy Award 
winners!) in "Ramona", accompanied by the 
talented Bob Salisbury. We are also very excited 
about our new collaboration with the City of San 
Gabriel, and the Sons of the Golden West. This free 
event is being publicized to the San Gabriel 
community, and will attract audience members who 
are new to the theatre organ experience. 
 

We will have a prominent information table at the 
event, and hope that many of you stop by, and let 
other audience members know about LATOS and 
our important mission. We hope to gain new 
members by bringing this exciting event to a larger 
community. 
 

The cost of the auditorium is generously 
underwritten by the City of San Gabriel, as well as 
the Sons of the Golden West. Their generosity in 
hosting this free event is the perfect opportunity for 
our LATOS members to invite friends and family, 
and introduce them to the exciting experience of a 
theatre pipe organ concert and silent film 
experience, in a truly magnificent setting. It is the 
best of all worlds, and yes, I believe our LATOS 
members are our best ambassadors to increasing 
our membership. Now's your chance to host your 
friends, and enjoy a first class afternoon of 
entertainment! 
 

Be sure to RVSP to the Mission Playhouse directly 
by visiting www.missionplayhouse.org/events  or by 
calling 626-308-2865.  If asked where you heard 
about this event, please mention LATOS. 
 
Thank you, and best regards. 
 
Angie Hougen, President, 
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society 
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P.O. Box 6083 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365-6083 
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Southern California Organ Related Events 
 

June 6 – Saturday 1 to 5pm:  LATOS members are invited to attend a Nathan Avakian workshop at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, 3902 Kenwood Drive, Spring Valley, 91977. Topics will be determined by participant requests. Dinner will 
be served from 5-6pm, with a short concert presented by Nathan from 6-7pm. The cost to attend the workshop, 
dinner and concert is only $40 for adults, $75 per couple. A discounted ticket of $35 is available to students with 
proper ID. To RSVP to attend, kindly email Bob Kambeitz at  r_kambeitz@att.net. 

 

June 12 – Friday at 8:00pm:  Nathan Avakian in Concert.  The Nethercutt Collection – Call on May 13th for tickets. 
 

June 13 – Saturday at 2:00pm and 8:00pm:  Nathan Avakian in Concert.  The Nethercutt Collection – Call on May 13th for tickets. 
 

                   Visit nethercuttcollection.org/Calendar.aspx  for information about these concerts, and the phone number to call on May 13 
 

June 14 – Sunday at 2:00pm:  The silent feature film, “Ramona”, accompanied by Bob Salisbury on the 
mighty Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse.  Admission will be 
free (see details).   Complete information about this unique opportunity is provided in this issue of The Organ Log. 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows feature the 4-
manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a Hammond Elegante (also a 
volunteer pot-luck).  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Ave., Pasadena, in the "Lawrence Chapel" (not in main 
sanctuary).  Free parking in the rear.  Contact Elly Reitz 626-281-3311 for more info. 
 

 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
626-399-1237 
 

 
Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Bill Campbell 

 
Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 
 
Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 
Mark Herman: 626-791-9193 
 

Tony Wilson 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other board member contact info including email messaging. 
 

 


