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 “Watch For” The next 
issue is scheduled to have a 
review of both the “Going 
Retro!” show at the Wilshire 
Ebell, and the Member 
Appreciation event this 
month at the Old Town 
Music Hall. 
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COMING SOON! 

Member Appreciation Day 
11:00am, Saturday, August 30, 2014 
at the Old Town Music Hall - 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo, CA 
 

  

The Old Town Music Hall - Photos by DonHoltz.com 
 

This event is being held to thank our Members and FOTOs for their loyalty and 
support, and will include: 
 

 11:00am to 1:15pm Open Console on the fabulous 4-manual/27-rank 
theatre pipe organ. There will be a person available to help with registration 
to ensure an unforgettable experience playing the “the real thing”.  If you 
don’t play or shy about performing in front of other people, then don’t miss 
the opportunity to at least have your photo taken at the beautiful console. 

 

 After a break, the theatre will re-open for a Movie Matinee with the silent 
feature film, “Blood and Sand”, starring Rudolph Valentino, and 
accompanied on the theatre pipe organ by Bill Field.  The matinee will 
include organ music and a sing-along.  You will relive the experience of 
what it was like to go to the movies in the silent film era – unforgettable! 

 

This event will be complimentary for the first 100 LATOS Members or FOTOs 
who RSVP by sending an email to Hougen@sbcglobal.net  Angie Hougen will 
respond to all RSVP emails, and will include check-in information to those who 
are among the first 100 to RSVP.  She will also provide wait-list info for those 
who respond late.  The theatre itself cannot accept RSVPs for this event. 
 

Theatre admission will only be $10 each for non-member guests and only $8 
each for non-member seniors over 62 (cash only/no credit cards).  If you RSVP 
‘with a guest’, please provide the name of the guest to Angie so she can plan 
the space ahead of time.  Of course, guests are welcome to attend the open 
console, but will need to directly pay the theatre for their admission at the time 
that they attend the matinee (you do not have to pay for guests in advance). 
 

DIRECTIONS ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE… 



 
 

 

Member & FOTO Appreciation, continued: 
 

Directions:  
 

San Diego (405) Freeway South 
from the San Fernando Valley: 

 Pass the I-10 Freeway 

 Pass the 90 “Marina” Freeway 

 When you see signs for W. 
Century Blvd., work to get into 
the rightmost through-lane. 

 Take the I-105 West toward El 
Segundo. It will turn into 
Imperial Hwy (stay on it). 

 Turn left on Main Street and 
continue over a couple of small 
hills into downtown. 

 Pass Grand Ave.  Get ready to 
make a right on the next street. 

 Turn right onto Franklin Ave. 

 The next corner is Richmond 
Street where you will turn left, 
then look for the Old Town 
Music Hall on the left. 

 Park on the street or in the city 
lot at Richmond St. & Franklin 
Ave. (where you just turned from). 

 

San Diego (405) Freeway North 
from below LAX and parts south: 

 San Diego (405) Freeway 
North. If you see the 605, 710, 
or the 110 (Harbor) freeway, pass 
and continue north on the 405 

 As you approach LAX, and pass 
Rosecrans Ave., work your way 
to the right lane and prepare to 
exit on El Segundo Blvd. 

 Take the El Segundo Blvd. exit, 
and get in the left lane of the 
ramp and turn left onto El 
Segundo Blvd. 

 Pass Aviation Blvd., Nash and 
Sepulveda Blvd. 

 After Standard St., be prepared 
to turn right at the next street… 

 Turn right onto Richmond St. 

 Old Town Music Hall is on the 
right. 

 

 

Korla Pandit 
Background on a documentary 
film project currently under way. 
 

Written by John Turner & Eric Christensen 
Edited by Tony Paul 

 

 
 

In the world of organ players, 
there has never been anyone 
one quite like Korla Pandit.  If 
the show business life and 
background of Korla Pandit had 
been exactly what he told 
everybody it was, it would have 
been a remarkable story in itself. 
But what he didn’t reveal, and 
what came out only after he 
died, makes his story one of the 
more interesting and mysterious 
show business tales. 
 

Two San Francisco Bay Area 
film makers, Eric Christensen 
and John Turner are currently 
making a documentary about the 
life and times of Korla. The film 
makers are in the editing phase 
of post production, but are still 
looking for additional visual 
material, such as photos, home 
movies, videos, posters or any 
other promotional material 
associated with Mr. Pandit.  
 

In 1949, wearing a jeweled 
turban, Korla appeared on his 
own musical television show, 
staring directly into the camera 
and never saying a word in over 
900 programs. His revolutionary 
use of the newly developed 
Hammond organ allowed him  to 
 

 

 
 

Korla Pandit, continued: 
 

take his audience on musical 
adventures that ranged from 
classical music and show tunes, 
to his own brand of foreign 
sounding melodies that would 
later be called “exotica music.” 
In an interview for the KTLA TV 
50th anniversary show, Korla 
described his style of organ 
playing: "I thought in a sense I 
was creating new sounds on the 
organ, I was creating drums and 
tablas, conga drums and jungle 
drums. I was simulating drums 
and playing the piano and had to 
keep all this going and 
coordinated, and no one is doing 
it since." 
 

 

Korla recorded some fifteen 
albums on Fantasy Records, 
and later performed live at 
various concerts and gatherings 
of organ aficionados. When he 
got into a contract dispute with 
his television producers in Los 
Angeles, they proceeded to 
replace him with a then 
unknown keyboard player 
named Liberace. In fact, Korla's 
act was said to have greatly 
influenced Liberace.  
 

Christensen and Turner have 
chronicled  the  rise  and  fall  of 
his  show  business life  and 
have interviewed people who 
were close to Korla, worked with 
him, or were influenced by him. 
The list of people interviewed 
include musicians who also play 
the Hammond  organ,   such  as 
 

CONTINUED ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE… 
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Korla Pandit, continued: 
 

Booker T. Jones, Dr. Lonnie Smith, Chester 
Smith and new age musician Stephen Halpren. 
They were also granted interviews by musician 
Carlos Santana, punk rock musicians Kim 
Shattuck and Ronnie Barnett of the Muffs, 
recording engineer Brian Kehew and belly 
dancer Pleasant Gehman.  
 

      
 

As told in the documentary, "Korla", the story 
of his life and what he accomplished was 
amazing enough, but what was revealed to the 
public after his death in 1998, makes for an 
even more provocative and compelling story. 
His constant recounting of being born a child 
musical prodigy in India and coming to this 
country as a young man was a complete 
fabrication. It was discovered that Korla Pandit 
(John Roland Redd) was in fact born to African 
American parents in St. Louis, Missouri. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The documentary “Korla” is being produced and 
directed by John Turner and Eric Christensen. 
Both Turner and Christensen worked at KGO 
TV (ABC) News Television in San Francisco for 
nearly thirty years each.   
 

If you have any material relating to Korla Pandit, 
please contact either John Turner at 
folk1@mindspring.com or Eric Christensen at 
ericchristensen3@gmail.com 
 

 

Quote of the Month 
 

“He didn't conform. He did his own thing, 
his own way and I think that's what I like 
about him.” 

 

Chester Smith about Korla Pandit 
(Courtesy of Turner & Christensen) 

 

  The Organ Log – August, 2014 PAGE 3 



 

 
P.O. Box 6083 
Woodland Hills, CA 91365-6083 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Join The Organ Log Team!  If you have interesting facts, history, images or other theatre organ-
related articles that you would like to contribute to The Organ Log, please send an email to LATOS1@verizon.net 
 

 

Southern California Organ Related Events 
 

August 16, 2014 – Saturday, 11am to 3pm:   Open Console on OCTOS’ 4 manual/37 rank Wurlitzer installed at Plummer 
Auditorium on 201 E Chapman Ave, Fullerton, CA 92832.   LATOS & FOTO Members welcome.  
This will also be a pot-luck.  Info at www.OCTOS.org 

 

August 16, 2014 – Saturday at 6:30pm:   Silent Movie Under The Stars with Bob Salisbury at the Broadway Cafe (outdoor 
theatre setting) on 1117 W. Big Bear Boulevard, Big Bear City, CA 92314.  $20 admission 
includes a spaghetti dinner.  More info at:  http://www.bigbeartheater.org/ 

 

August 30, 2014 – Saturday at 11:00am: Member Appreciation Day with Open Console and a silent feature film 
accompanied by Bill at the Old Town Music Hall on 140 Richmond St. in El Segundo. See page 2 of this issue. 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows feature 
the 4-manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a Hammond Elegante (also a 
volunteer pot-luck).  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Ave., Pasadena, in the "Lawrence Chapel" (not in 
main sanctuary).  Free parking in the rear.  Contact Elly Reitz 626-281-3311 for more info. 
 

 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
626-791-9193 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 

 

Bill Campbell: 888-528-6722 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 
 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other 
contact info including email messaging. 

 


