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Silent Feature Film, “Ramona”  
at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 
 

Sunday, June 14th, 2015 at 2pm  -  FREE Admission 
 

320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 

Article by Angie Hougen, President and Chairperson – Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society 
 

   

  “Ramona” (recently re-discovered & restored)      Bob Salisbury at the Mission Playhouse Wurlitzer      
 

On Sunday, June 14th, at 2PM, LATOS will be partnering with the Sons of the 
Golden West, the City of San Gabriel and the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 
to present the Delores Del Rio Silent Feature "Ramona" at the San Gabriel 
Mission Playhouse. Accompanied by Bob Salisbury, this will be a new glimpse 
into a highly successful film featuring early Academy Award winning actor 
Warner Baxter.  It's recent discovery and restoration has brought 
excitement to the silent film community. 
 

With this partnering, we hope to bring new interest to LATOS as well. We will 
have a membership table in the lobby of this FREE event, so come and enjoy 
what promises to be a delightful afternoon. This will be a great way for our 
membership to introduce their friends and family to this gorgeous theatre and 
to hear the magnificent pipe organ.   
 

The May issue of The Organ Log will include a full feature article about the film 
and its story, the theatre and Bob Salisbury, and will include additional photos. 



 
 

 

 Bucking the Trend: 
   A Vision for LATOS 
         an editorial by Mark Herman 

We’ve all heard the 
naysayers and pessimists. 
Even some of the usually 
positive people in our 
group have said awfully 
discouraging things: 
“Theatre organ is dying.” 
“No one comes to our 
concerts.” “Young people 
just don’t like organ 
music.”  

The Orpheum Theatre at a Los Angeles Conservancy event.  Photo by Steve Fujinaka. 
 

There are only two choices, we can either keep complaining, or we can keep trying.  I love the theatre 
organ, and I want to enjoy public concerts, new recordings, and a healthy local organ “scene” for 
decades to come. There are thousands of people among us just waiting to catch the theatre organ 
“bug.” The only way we can achieve success is through a clear vision and the drive to pursue it. 
 

I recently performed in a concert series in Cincinnati where 1,200 paid to attend a theatre organ 
concert. There is one person to whom its success can be primarily credited, and his name is Don 
Siekmann. Don is a retired businessman, and he wanted a project to call his own. Then he discovered 
the Mighty Wurlitzer. A natural salesman, he convinced everyone around him that the organ was 
important and needed first class presentations and an annual concert series. The key to his success is 
his tenacity. But it isn’t just persistence and hard work. One brilliant move led to hundreds of tickets 
sold for each concert. 

 

When the Cincinnati Pops have a weekday matinee, Don will take a walk back where the charter 
busses line up. Carefully writing down the charter name on each bus, he’ll later call each one of them 
and suggest that they’ll like a Wurlitzer pops concert as much as the orchestra! Relationships start to 
form, and a growing audience is born. 
 

WHAT DO WE DO NOW? 
 

The success in Cincinnati shouldn’t be an isolated anomaly. Greater LA’s population is 50 times the 
size of Cincinnati’s. We need to focus on building an annual series taking advantage of our highest 
profile organs and venues. We need to actively push group sales, sponsorships, and programming of 
the highest level. We need to have annual youth shows at our theatre organ-equipped high schools 
and colleges. Why stop there? How about ongoing programs to allow greater access to play these 
great instruments regularly? 
 

We need to engage a lot more people within our ranks if we want to turn LATOS into the shining 
beacon of theatre organ in the US that it used to be, and that it will be again soon. 
 

Will you help us? 
 

A CALL TO ACTION: 
 

If you want to help LATOS expand its reach by volunteering or becoming an organizer, please contact 
me, Mark Herman, through the LATOS website at www.latos.org/contact/ 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Any time the Los Angeles Conservancy has an event at the Orpheum Theatre, they 
integrate the Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ as a component of their show.  People who have attended are 
typically thrilled to hear the instrument, and seek more through LATOS’ website or Facebook presence. 

. 
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A Surprise Trip to the Laurel and 
Hardy Museum by Bill Campbell, LATOS Board 
 

Laurel & Hardy Museum Entrance.  Photo by Bill Campbell 
 

During the summer of 2012, just before the ATOS 
National Convention in Los Angeles, I went on a 
business trip to South Carolina. In order to get 
there from Los Angeles, I flew into Atlanta and 
rented a car.  I was focused on the business part 
of the trip when a highway sign popped into view.  
It said, next exit, Laurel and Hardy Museum. It 
seemed quite unusual to be this far away from 
civilization and see a sign for a museum for two of 
the most famous silent movie stars of the 20th 
Century. But, being a fan of the silents, I had to go 
and check it out for myself. 
 

I pulled off of I-75 at Harlem, Georgia, the 
birthplace of Oliver Hardy in 1892. The museum is 
a small building in downtown that has a lot of 
memorabilia for the duo including old movie 
posters, statues, and continuous showings of 
Laurel and Hardy films.  The museum took about 
an hour to tour. 
 

Down the street from the museum, Harlem still has 
one of its original movie theaters, the Columbia 
Theatre. Of course, you can’t escape Hardy’s 
hometown influence since one of the theatre’s 
exterior walls is decorated with a mural of the 
fellows.  
 

So if you are travelling out of Atlanta, and want to 
take a break from the road, stop in Harlem, 
Georgia (as I did) and tour the museum. It is worth 
an hour or so to see the collections. 
 

 

Board Meeting Update 
 

by Shirley Burt, Secretary, LATOS 
 

The following are key discussions and actions 
that took place at the LATOS board meeting on 
March 14, 2015: 
 

 Options and solutions were discussed about some 
operational bugs in the current system for additional 
digital voices on LATOS’ South Pasadena High 
School Wurlitzer pipe organ, but will be 
readdressed at future board meetings. 

 

 Henry Hunt reported that a reworked Bass Drum 
will be installed in LATOS’ PCC organ after Easter. 

 

 Mark Herman volunteered to develop a 
Membership form that would offer additional 
donation levels above the base membership, and 
allow persons to indicate whether they wish any 
contributions they make to be anonymous. 

 

 The Board appointed Mark Herman and Henry Hunt 
to the Program Committee which was reactivated.  
The Board also appointed Tony Wilson and Angie 
Hougen to the Publicity Committee. 

 

Inaugural Concert Featuring Mark 
Herman  by Henry Hunt, Vice President, LATOS 

On Sunday March 29, an enthusiastic group 
(including quite a few LATOS members) were 
treated to a wonderful afternoon of music. Mr. 
Larry Chew hosted an inaugural concert for his 
newly installed theatre organ, with Mark Herman 
performing (seen in photo below). 
 

 

It is good to know that the theatre organ is alive 
and well here in Palm Springs too!  Mark will also 
perform for OCTOS on April 12 at Plummer Auditorium 
(visit OCTOS.org) 

Quote of the Month:  “So long as the human spirit thrives on this planet, music in 
                                               some living form will accompany and sustain it.”      Aaron Copland 
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Southern California Organ Related Events 
 

April 12 - Sunday at 2:30pm:  Mark Herman in Concert.  Plummer Auditorium - 201 East Chapman Avenue, Fullerton, CA 92832.  This is an 
OCTOS event (Orange County).  For more info, visit www.OCTOS.org 

 

June 12 – Friday at 8:00pm:  Nathan Avakian in Concert.  The Nethercutt Collection – Call on May 13th for tickets. 
 

June 13 – Saturday at 2:00pm and 8:00pm:  Nathan Avakian in Concert.  The Nethercutt Collection – Call on May 13th for tickets. 
 

                   Visit nethercuttcollection.org/Calendar.aspx  for information about these concerts, and the phone number to call on May 13 

 

June 14 – Sunday at 2:00pm:  The silent feature film, “Ramona”, accompanied by Bob Salisbury on the 
mighty Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse.  General information is 
provided on the front page of this issue of The Organ Log.  Full information will be provided in the May issue. 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows feature the 4-
manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a Hammond Elegante (also a 
volunteer pot-luck).  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Ave., Pasadena, in the "Lawrence Chapel" (not in main 
sanctuary).  Free parking in the rear.  Contact Elly Reitz 626-281-3311 for more info. 
 

 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
626-399-1237 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Bill Campbell 

 

Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 

Mark Herman: 626-791-9193 
 

Tony Wilson 
 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other board member contact info including email messaging. 
 

 


