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Open Console & Social Event 
at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre 
 

Monday, March 16, 2015 from 10am to 1pm 
 

4401 West 8th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90005 
 

Article by Angie Hougen, President and Chairperson – Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society 
 

 

The Theatre (Photo courtesy of The Ebell of Los Angeles)       Our Barton Theatre Pipe Organ Console     
 

After well received open consoles at the historic Wilshire Ebell Theatre twice 
last year, we are excited to announce that on Monday, March 16th, from 10AM 
to 1PM, the historic Wilshire Ebell Theatre will be welcoming LATOS for our first 
Open Console of the year.  There is no need to RSVP, just come and enjoy the 
beautiful surroundings, and gorgeous music! This event is provided at no cost 
as a benefit to LATOS & FOTO membership. 
 

We would love to see new players from beginners to pros come to play the 
organ, and enjoy the fun social aspect of the event. There will be several 
LATOS members on hand to assist with registering the organ and more. We 
will also make available tours of the chambers for those who haven't had the 
experience of seeing this impressive instrument close up. This is a fun event 
for the non-player as well, as it will be a great opportunity to hear the theatre 
pipe organ, socialize, and maybe even have a 'photo-op' at the console. This 
will be a fun, casual and truly enjoyable experience. Easy access and parking 
are available behind the theatre. Please enter through the back stage door. 
 

Players will be able to spend approximately 20 minutes at the console, 
and most likely more if there are open slots on the day of the event.  We would 
be happy to show players the layout of the organ console, and assist with 
registration if needed.   
 

The following page provides information on parking at the theatre, and where 
to enter the theatre through the stage doors (close to the parking lot). 
 



 
 

 

Upcoming Open Console & Social, continued: 
 

Parking will be available close to the theatre in 
the lot at the end of 8th Street (adjacent to the theatre). 
 

Entering the Theatre: Walk up the driveway to 
the left of the theatre’s entrance/box office, then 
enter through the double stage doors (on your 
right as you walk up the driveway). 
 

Directions: visit www.LATOS.org/events/ then 
click on the “Open Console at the Wilshire Ebell 
Theatre” event.  You will see details about the 
event, including a link to a “Map”. 
 

This open console & social event will be a 
wonderful opportunity to hear and play a unique 
theatre pipe organ in the beautiful setting of a 
historic theatre.  We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 

Get In Tune and Stay In Tune: 
Exercising Your Brain Through Music 
 

Article found by Henry Hunt    Edited for the Organ Log by Tony Paul 
Credit: InterView Magazine Vol. 20, No 4 - Also Rekanui Collins 
 

It is no secret that playing a musical instrument at 
a young age can improve cognitive abilities.  But 
what about from our post-college days to the time 
when we older?  Thoughts shared in this article 
apply to people of all ages, and become more 
important every decade of our lives. 
 

As we age, it is crucial that we continue to 
exercise our brains as well as our bodies,  
Physical exercises – even as simple as walking or 
swimming can keep bodies in shape, and they 
certainly help the mind.  But there are also fine 
motor skills, memory, and other brain-related 
“muscles” that need to be exercised regularly, and 
beyond the things that we do in our daily routine. 
 

Playing music is a great way to keep both body 
and mind active and engaged.  Plus, (for most) it’s 
a lot of fun.  For many of us, it relieves the 
stresses of our daily routine.  For older adults, 
playing music has been shown to stave off some 
forms of dementia.  For everyone, playing music 
may help to improve eyesight, coordination, and 
even hearing. 
 

Is there an instrument that you’ve always been 
curious about or wanted to try (such as the 
organ)?  Did you play an instrument at one time 
and stop, but wish that you could start again?   
 

 

Get In Tune and Stay In Tune, continued: 
 

Then start by checking out your local newspaper 
or community calendar to find out about music 
programs in your area; look into classes at a local 
community college; or attend LATOS events and 
network with other members who are also 
learning. 
 

No matter how young or old you are, now is 
always a great time to “get in tune, to help 
yourself stay in tune”. 
 

Related Notes:  In April of 2013, LATOS 
member, Rekanui Collins, spoke at an Organ 
Grinders Organ Club meeting and offered some 
wisdom that is well worth thinking about:  She 
said, “Five years ago, I had a stroke and lost the 
use of my left arm and leg. With therapy, I was 
eventually able to sit at the organ. As my Doctor 
told me, playing the organ is wonderful therapy 
for the mind and both arms and legs.” 
 

 

LEFT: Henry Hunt   RIGHT: Rekanui Collins 
 

Rekanui continued by saying, “My dexterity slowly 
improved from playing the organ just a little bit 
each day. Now my fingers are able to play the 
correct keys. I attribute my full recovery to 
persistence, and to my Allen 319 theatre organ. It 
was the best therapy for me; it was enjoyable 
during the process, and (of course) music is 
always good for the soul.” 
 

For the younger crowd who are trying to balance 
their work, school, personal and family life, the 
resulting stress can be very difficult to manage.  
This editor has an organist friend who owns a 
company, works long and stressful hours, and 
who has little time off.  He said that he plays 
music “on his terms” at the end of the day, and 
when finished, he is unwound and relaxed. 
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Review: Dave Moreno on the South 
Pasadena High School Wurlitzer 
 

Article by Angie Hougen, President & Chairperson, LATOS 
 

On February 21st, LATOS members came to 
South Pasadena High School to watch a 
beautifully restored version of Harold Lloyd's 1928 
film Speedy.  What was most encouraging to me, 
was to see several members take the initiative, 
and bring young families, and grandkids to the 
screening as well. Our policy of allowing anyone 
under 18 free admission is starting to take root, 
and we are seeing several new families 
experience the thrill of a film with the sound of the 
mighty Wurlitzer!  More than half our audience of 
nearly 150 was new to LATOS, and new to the 
theatre organ experience. Our social media, other 
publicity, and of course, the outreach efforts of our 
members themselves is really starting to pay off. 
Thank you. 
 

Dave Moreno came prepared with an 
accompaniment that was as true to an original 
screening as possible.  He researches the era, 
and chooses only music which was composed in 
1928 or a few years before.  He finds it important 
to have an authentic recreation of what it was like 
to step into the roaring '20's and enjoy a night at 
the movies. 
 

 

Dave Moreno with audience members after the film. 
 

The crowd was warm and enthusiastic, and his 
invitation to come onstage after the performance 
to get a close-up look at our Wurlitzer was met 
with a large and curious crowd. He was affable, 
inviting, knowledgeable, and above all, a fantastic 
ambassador for LATOS.  We gained a few new 
members, and several new friends at the end of a 
very enjoyable evening. 
 

 

Board Meeting Update 
 

by Shirley Burt, Secretary, LATOS 
 

The following discussions and actions occurred at 
the LATOS board meeting on January 10, 2015: 
 

 The Chairperson announced that Don Near, Angie 
Hougen and Dorsey Caldwell were installed as 
Board Members for the year 2015.  The Board 
elected the following officers for the year 2015: 
Chairperson, Angie Hougen;  Vice Chair, Henry 
Hunt;  Secretary, Shirley Burt; and Treasurer, Don 
Near. 

 

 The Membership Committee reported that there 
were discrepancies between the current list of 
LATOS members, and those members listed by 
ATOS.  Further review will be made but in the 
meantime, it would be helpful if LATOS members 
would please check their ATOS membership status. 

 

 Mark Herman reported that LATOS has been given 
the approval to hold the 2017 National
Convention. 

 

 The Board approved the formation of a Bylaws 
Committee to review the current LATOS
Bylaws.  The Bylaws have not been reviewed for 
many years and need to be brought up 
to current legal standards as well as address a few 
current operational points. 

 

Special Request to Members 
The head of our Membership Committee, Bob 
Kambeitz, has asked if you would please be sure 
to update us if there have been any changes to 
your contact information including address, phone 
and email.  If you have any changes, please send 
them to our P.O. Box (see back page) or email to 
Bob Kambeitz at r_kambeitz@att.net 
 

New Members and Donations 
 

New Members: Jerre Crosier, Louis Fagenson, 
Kevin King and Carol Van Beek.  Welcome!  We 
look forward to helping make your membership 
experience enjoyable and memorable in the years 
ahead. 
 

Donations:  We would like to extend our most 
sincere thanks to the following supporters who 
donated to LATOS:  Robert Kambeitz $120  
(Robert is the head of our Membership Committee), and 
Robert and Claire Heron $50.  Thank you!        

Quote of the Month:  “Music is a higher revelation than all wisdom and philosophy.“   
                                                                                                                                                       Ludwig van Beethoven 
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Southern California Organ Related Events 
 

March 16 – Monday from 10:00am to 12:00pm:  Open Console at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre.   Details are 
provided on the front page of this issue The Organ Log. 

 

March 22 – Sunday at 7:30pm:  Jerry Nagano in Concert.  Old Town Music Hall - 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo, CA 90245.  Tickets 
$20 (cash or check).  Call 310-322-2592 for reservations and tickets. 

 

April 12 - Sunday at 2:30pm:  Mark Herman in Concert.  Plummer Auditorium - 201 East Chapman Avenue, Fullerton, CA 92832.  This is an 
OCTOS event (Orange County).  For more info, visit www.OCTOS.org 

 

June 12 – Friday at 8:00pm:  Nathan Avakian in Concert.  The Nethercutt Collection – Call on May 13th for tickets. 
 

June 13 – Saturday at 2:00pm and 8:00pm:  Nathan Avakian in Concert.  The Nethercutt Collection – Call on May 13th for tickets. 
 

                   Visit nethercuttcollection.org/Calendar.aspx  for information about these concerts, and the phone number to call on May 13 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows feature the 4-
manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a Hammond Elegante (also a 
volunteer pot-luck).  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Ave., Pasadena, in the "Lawrence Chapel" (not in main 
sanctuary).  Free parking in the rear.  Contact Elly Reitz 626-281-3311 for more info. 
 

 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
626-399-1237 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Bill Campbell 

 

Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 

Mark Herman: (626) 791-9193 or 
mark@losangelesorgan.com 
 

Tony Wilson 
 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other board member contact info including email messaging. 
 

 


