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Mark Herman in Concert 
Sunday, June 7th, 2015 at 2:30pm 
at the Old Town Music Hall - 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo, CA 90245  

 

Photo of Old Town Music Hall courtesy of DonHoltz.com 
 

Mark Herman is one of America’s busiest young theatre organists, performing over 
30 concerts and silent film presentations each year across the US and abroad.  In 
July of 2012, he was named the American Theatre Organ Society’s Organist of the 
Year and is the youngest person ever to receive the prestigious honor.  Mark 
Herman studied theatre organ with John Ferguson of Indianapolis, who is 
recognized worldwide for his skills as a teacher. 
 

Mark graduated with a degree in Theatre Arts/Management from DePaul 
University in Chicago.  He now lives in Los Angeles where he owns the Los 
Angeles Organ Company.  He is also in demand as a voicing specialist and tonal 
consultant for the Allen Organ Company, and is proud to be an Allen Artist, 
showcasing new Allen Organs in the US and abroad. 
 

Mark will be performing his favorite music from the most influential songwriters and 
composers of all time: Irving Berlin, Cole Porter, Harry Warren, and more. 
 

This will be a delightful afternoon that you won’t want to miss! 
 

All seats for this concert featuring Mark Herman will only be $20 (cash or check), 
and since the theatre is an intimate concert setting, just about any seat in the 
house is fine (acoustically).  Tickets will be available at the box office on the day of 
the concert, or reservations may be made in advance by phone. You can refer to 
Old Town Music Hall’s seating chart on their website, then call the theater to 
reserve seats: 310-322-2592  For more info, visit: www.OldTownMusicHall.org and 
click on “Concerts” 



 

 

1928 Silent Classic, “Ramona” 
with Bob Salisbury on Theatre Pipe Organ 
 

Sunday, June 14th, 2015 at 2pm 
FREE Admission (see details) 
 

San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 
320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 

  
Film Poster Credit: Timeline Films 

 

Step back in time and watch the classic 1928 film, 
Ramona, with live accompaniment provided by 
organist Bob Salisbury on the Playhouse’s 1924 
vintage mighty Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ.  The 
film, starring Dolores del Rio and Warner Baxter, 
tells the story of Ramona, a girl of mixed descent 
who falls in love with Alessandro, a Native 
American, and suffers injustices and 
discrimination. 
 

The film is based on the 1884 novel, "Ramona”, 
written by Helen Hunt Jackson.  Woven into the 
romance of Ramona and Alessandro is a glimpse 
of the tragic history of California’s native people. 
 

1928’s Ramona was directed by Edwin Carewe. 
Born Jay Fox, he was of Native American 
heritage.  Carewe’s Ramona was considered lost 
for decades and was thought to have suffered the 
fate of other silent films.  Luckily, a copy of 
Ramona was discovered in the Czech Republic in 
2010. Stay after the showing for a discussion and 
learn the fascinating story of Ramona’s discovery 
with the film historians who found the movie and 
coordinated its return it back to the states. 
 

RSVP and get your tickets today by going on-
line and visiting  missionplayhouse.org/events or 
calling 626-308-2865, ext. 232.  This screening is part 
of the Mission Playhouse Community Engagement Program, 
“Engage” and is presented by the San Gabriel Mission 
Playhouse, City of San Gabriel, Native Sons of the Golden 
West - Ramona Parlor #109,  Ramona Museum of California 
History, and the Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society. 
 

 

My Indelible Memories of 
The Rye Wurlitzer Academy 
an Editorial by Tony Wilson 
 

I just returned from an amazing trip to England where I 
performed concerts and visited other sites.  The 
highlight of my trip was my involvement with the Rye 
Wurlitzer Academy in Rye, East Sussex. 
 

In July of 2012, I was first introduced to the Rye 
Wurlitzer Academy students who made the trip to Los 
Angeles for the American Theatre Organ Society’s 
National Convention.  I was impressed with their 
enthusiasm towards music and the theatre pipe organ. 
The Rye Wurlitzer Academy also caught my attention 
as an organization. This introduction is where I first 
met Michael Wooldridge and Richard Moore who play 
a key role in the academy. 
 

While keeping in contact with Michael and Richard 
after the convention, the importance of the Rye 
Wurlitzer Academy became very clear to me - to the 
extent that I made a couple of contributions to the 
academy, with more to come.  On this trip to England 
(besides other programs and activities), I performed in 
two concerts for the benefit of the Rye Wurlitzer 
Academy.  I also worked with the students in a master 
class setting, and held a few one-on-one mentoring 
sessions on the Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ that is 
installed in the Milligan Theatre at Rye College. 
 

 
One-on-One mentoring and master classes. 

 

 
With some of the students from the Rye Wurlitzer Academy. 
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Rye Wurlitzer Academy, continued: 
 

 
Concert at Singing Hills Club to benefit the Rye Wurlitzer Academy 

 

Upon my return home and after a few days of getting 
my circadian clock resynchronized with the Los 
Angeles time zone, I concluded that this trip for the 
Rye Wurlitzer Academy was the most memorable 
and rewarding experience that I can recall in a very 
long time.  The students were refreshingly polite, and 
were the most talented and enthusiastic bunch that 
I’ve had the pleasure of working with.  The 
encouragement that the parents gave their children 
and their active involvement and support of the Rye 
Wurlitzer Academy also touched me, and was 
wonderfully visible at the “Pipes & Pizza” concert 
event that I performed along with Michael 
Wooldridge at the Milligan Theatre.    We also co-
performed on two theater pipe organs that are 
installed at ‘Singing Hills’ in Albourne, West Sussex. 
 

I have seen nothing like the Rye Wurlitzer 
Academy... anywhere... ever.  My recent visit 
cemented my opinion that the Rye Wurlitzer 
Academy is the only organization in the world that 
provides regular, consistent, competent and 
professional education for the youth on the 
increasingly rare and historically significant theatre 
pipe organ. I have not seen such a strong and 
practical heritage educational program like it in my 
many years as a musician. I have personally seen 
the musical growth trajectory of at least 5 of the 
students over the last three years, and am absolutely 
amazed at what they have accomplished. I am also 
pleased to see that Richard Moore and Michael 
Wooldridge are still in the lead with the program – 
which is a sure recipe for success. 
 

 

 

 
Concert at the Milligan Theatre to benefit the Rye Wurlitzer Academy 

L-to-R: Michael Wooldridge, Tony Wilson, Richard Moore 
 

 

Post-Concert at the Milligan Theatre 
L-to-R: Michael Wooldridge, Ms. Anneliese Dale, Tony Wilson 

 

The Rye Wurlitzer Academy depends entirely on 
donations and contributions. Without the Rye 
Wurlitzer Academy, there would be far fewer people 
who could carry on the legacy of the increasingly 
rare theatre pipe organ, and very few artists who 
could play them. Also, students would not have the 
self esteem building experiences that result from 
their successes in the program.  I WILL be back to 
the Rye Wurlitzer Academy, and I look forward to it! 
 

Thank you for this opportunity to post my editorial. 
 

Respectfully,  
 

Tony Wilson 
 
For more information about the Rye Wurlitzer Academy, 
visit: www.ryewurlitzeracademy.org.uk/ 
 
OR see the Rye Wurlitzer Academy on Facebook at: 
www.facebook.com/ryewurlitzeracademy 
 
For more photos and info about the England trip, visit: 
www.facebook.com/Tony.Wilson.7528 

Quote of the Month:  “Music is the great uniter. An incredible force. Something that 
people who differ on everything and anything else can have in common.”    Sarah Dessen 
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Southern California Organ Related Events 
 

June 6 – Saturday 1 to 5pm:  Nathan Avakian workshop at Trinity Presbyterian Church, 3902 Kenwood Dr., Spring Valley, 
91977. Dinner will be served from 5-6pm, with a short concert presented by Nathan from 6-7pm. The workshop, dinner 
and concert is only $40 for adults, $75 per couple. A discounted ticket of $35 is available to students with proper ID. To 
RSVP to attend, kindly email Bob Kambeitz at  r_kambeitz@att.net. 

 

June 7 – Sunday at 2:30pm:  Mark Herman in Concert at the Old Town Music Hall. Admission: $20 each (cash or check). 
See below for address and links to more info. 

 

June 14 – Sunday at 2:00pm:  The silent feature film, “Ramona”, accompanied by Bob Salisbury on the 
mighty Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse.  Admission will be 
free (see details).   Complete info about this unique opportunity is provided on page 2 of this issue of the Organ Log. 

 

June 21 - Sunday from 1 to 6:00pm:  Fullerton “Day of Music” including a free event at Plummer Auditorium with the JZ Big 
Band and David Marsh, and silent comedy films accompanied by Bill Campbell.  201 East Chapman Avenue, Fullerton, 
CA 92832.  This is an OCTOS event (Orange County).  For more info, visit www.OCTOS.org 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows feature the 4-
manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a Hammond Elegante (also a 
volunteer pot-luck).  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Ave., Pasadena, in the "Lawrence Chapel" (not in main 
sanctuary).  Free parking in the rear.  Contact Elly Reitz 626-281-3311 for more info. 
 
 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
AllenOrgs@aol.com 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Bill Campbell 

 
Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 

Mark Herman: 626-791-9193 
 

Tony Wilson: LATOS1@verizon.net 
Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other board member contact info including email messaging. 

 
 


