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...and more! 
 
 
 
 
 

Visit Us at www.LATOS.org 
 

 

LATOS Joins the American Guild of Organists 
for a Joint December Program! 
 

Monday, December 14, 2015 
 

The Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society is excited to collaborate with the Los 
Angeles Chapter of the American Guild of Organists for a joint holiday program. 
This is an opportunity for our organizations to join together in a fun and social 
setting to network and enjoy organ music together. 
 

6:30pm:  Optional Dinner & Social (Reception begins at 6:00pm) 
Wilshire United Methodist Church (a very short walk from the Wilshire Ebell) 
4350 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90005 
 

At only $15 for adults and $5 for students, you’ll be treated to a delicious catered 
dinner and dessert, plus complimentary beverages.  You will also have a chance 
to meet and socialize with fellow organists and enthusiasts from AGO and LATOS 
in a wonderful relaxed setting.  Please RSVP to attend the reception at 6:00pm 
and dinner at 6:30pm.  RSVP to russell@rgschertle.com or 323-663-0499 by 
Monday, December 7 or as soon as possible thereafter!  
 

 After dinner, everyone will go to the Wilshire Ebell Theatre 
 

8:00pm: Holiday Carols; Laurel & Hardy short silent comedy 
“Big Business”;  our Annual LATOS Membership Meeting 
Wilshire Ebell Theatre at 4401 West 8th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90005 

  
 

The program will be free to LATOS Members and FOTOs and will feature our own 
Mark Herman at the console of the “Golden-Voiced” Barton Theatre Pipe Organ in 
the Wilshire Ebell Theatre. He will lead traditional Christmas carols, perform 
holiday favorites, and accompany the Laurel and Hardy short comedy Big 
Business.  What a great way to get in the spirit of the holidays!  This event will 
immediately be followed by our LATOS Annual Membership Meeting. 
 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3… 
 



 

 
 

Don’t Miss the 1920 Silent Classic, 
“The Mark of Zorro” 
   with Christian Elliott on the Pipe Organ 
 

Sunday, Nov. 29th, 2015 at 2:30pm 
San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 
320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 

 
 

Kicking off the first of four silent movie screenings at 
the Mission Playhouse with live accompaniment on 
their beautiful fully restored 1926 vintage Wurlitzer 
theatre pipe organ, “The Mark of Zorro” stars 
Douglas Fairbanks in this 1920 swashbuckler silent 
feature film with well known and popular artist, 
Christian Elliot, at the organ playing his original 
score composed for this occasion. 
 

“The Mark of Zorro” is described by film experts as a 
landmark in the career of Douglas Fairbanks and in 
the development of the action adventure film that 
offers an infusion of the romantic past with a 
contemporary flair. Beyond reenergizing his career 
and redefining a genre, the film helped popularize 
one of the enduring creations of twentieth-century 
American fiction, a character who was the prototype 
for comic book heroes such as Batman. 
 
ABOUT THE MOVIE: 
 

The Mark of Zorro tells the story of Don Diego Vega, 
the outwardly foppish son of a wealthy ranchero Don 
Alejandro in the old Spanish California of the early 
19th century. Don Diego, who is not as effete as he 
pretends, has taken the identity of the masked Robin 
Hood-like rogue Señor Zorro, champion of the 
people,  who appears out of nowhere to protect them 
from the corrupt administration of Governor 
Alvarado, his henchman the villainous Captain Juan 
Ramon, and the brutish Sergeant Pedro Gonzales.  
With his sword flashing and an athletic sense of 
humor, Zorro scars the faces of evildoers with his 
 

 

mark, "Z".  The movie has many exciting twists and 
turns with an exhilarating ending. 
 
ABOUT CHRISTIAN ELLIOTT: 
 

Christian Elliott is a well known concert organist who 
is equally at home performing classical or popular 
genres, and scores and accompanies silent films.  
His silent film accompaniment has included 
engagements at the Stanford Theatre in Palo Alto, 
UCLA, the Cinequest and San Francisco Silent Film 
Festivals, the San Diego Symphony, Los Angeles 
Conservancy, and the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences (to name a few). 
 

 
 

He was mentored by renowned theatre organists, 
including Lloyd G. Del Castillo, Gordon Kibbee, and 
Lyn Larsen. He is also identified for his association 
with legendary organist Gaylord Carter, the ‘dean’ of 
silent film accompaniment.  In 1995 at Carter’s gala 
90th birthday celebration and farewell performance at 
Oakland’s Paramount Theatre, Christian and Gaylord 
shared the stage in a moving performance that 
garnered several standing ovations. 
 

Experience the magic of going to the movies in the 
1920’s with a fabulous film, “The Mark Of Zorro”, and 
an amazing accompanist, Christian Elliott. 
 
TICKETS:  Only $10 in advance, $12 at the door.  
Groups of ten or more are only $8.50 per person.  
There are three easy ways to order tickets: 
 

 In Person: The box office is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 12:00pm to 5:00pm, and is 
located on the west side of the Mission Playhouse 
at 320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776, 
adjacent to the Playhouse parking lot. 
 

 Over the Phone:  Tickets may be purchased over 
the phone by calling (626) 308-2868 on Tuesdays 
or Thursdays from 12:00pm to 5:00pm. 
 

 Online: Visit missionplayhouse.org 
  

 

  The Organ Log  – November, 2015 PAGE 2 



 

 

Joint December Program, continued from Page 1: 
 

For your information, the American Guild of 
Organists (AGO) is a national professional 
association serving the organ and choral music 
fields, with over 18,000 members throughout the 
USA and in several foreign countries. There are over 
300 local chapters with national headquarters in New 
York City.  The Los Angeles Chapter is one of its 
largest and most vibrant chapters.  This event will be 
a great opportunity for LATOS members to meet like-
minded AGO members in a wonderful social setting. 
 

NOTES: 
 

The December issue of The Organ Log will include details 
about the LATOS Annual Membership Meeting. 
 

Please contact Mark Herman, LATOS Board Member and 
AGO Hospitality Chair, with any questions at (626) 791-
9193 or mark@losangelesorgan.com 
 

Mark Herman in Concert  on a new 
Lyn Larsen Special Allen Theatre Organ 
 

Saturday, November 14 at 2pm and 7pm, 
and Sunday, November 15 at 3pm 
 

Los Angeles Organ Company 
1270 Lincoln Ave., Suite 100, Pasadena, 91103 
 

 
 

Enjoy a wonderful and varied music program of 
theatre pipe organ music with Mark Herman at the 
console.  This concert will be free of charge. 
 

Mark Herman is one of America’s most popular 
theatre organists, and performs many concerts each 
year across the US and abroad.  In 2012, he was 
named the American Theatre Organ Society’s 
Organist of the Year and is the youngest person ever 
to receive the honor.  Mark Herman studied theatre 
organ with John Ferguson of Indianapolis, 
(recognized worldwide for his skills as a teacher). 
 

Limited seating.  Please RSVP at 
mark@losangelesorgan.com  or  (626) 791-9193. 
 

 

Letter to the Editor from Donn Linton 
 

I have been a LATOS member for over 40 years, 
during which I served many years on the Board of 
Directors, and several times as Chairman of the 
Board and as President. Our current bylaws, 
enacted around 1980, specify that a LATOS 
Member may serve on the 9 member Board of 
Directors for only two consecutive three year terms, 
and the President and Vice President for only two 
consecutive one year terms - a one year hiatus 
being required before serving again in the same 
capacity. 
 

When these bylaws were drawn up, we had a roster 
approaching 1,000, about evenly split between 
Members and FOTOs (only Members may vote or 
hold office).  Even at that time, it was hard to find 
Members willing to serve as Directors or Officers. 
 

As our roster has dwindled by over one-half, it 
becomes even more difficult to find members willing 
to serve.  We have just received a ballot to amend 
the bylaws by extending the two term limit for 
President and Vice President to three.  To amend 
the bylaws, a majority by the Membership is 
required, and I hope all our members will have 
responded favorably to this request.  But I don't 
think that goes far enough. I believe the time has 
come to do away with ALL term limits, and I hope 
our Board of Directors will propose such action, 
either by amendment to the current bylaws or by 
drawing up completely new bylaws. 
 

Donn Linton 
 

Organ Available from Edward Torres 
“I would like to see my Technics G7 Organ go to a 
loving home. It has been a very reliable instrument, 
and continues to play very well. It needs some 
service, but everything works. It has some 
scratches from being moved.  Please keep in mind 
that this organ would be more suitable as a practice 
organ. It includes the original owner’s manual and 
bench. The organ has a warm sound and features 
tuned percussions as well as solo instruments. You 
will need 2 or 3 people to move the organ since it is 
on the second floor.  If you would like the organ, 
please email me at  edwardtorres212@yahoo.com 
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Southern California Theatre Organ Related Events (LATOS Events are in bold). 
 

November 14 - Saturday at 2:00pm and at 7:00pm and 
November 15 -  Sunday at 3:00pm: Mark Herman in Concert.   Enjoy a wonderful and varied music program of theatre organ 

music with Mark Herman at the console.  This concert will be free of charge.  See details on the location and 
how to RSVP on Page 3 of this issue of the Organ Log. 

 

November 29 – Sunday at 2:30pm: Christian Elliott accompanies the classic 1920 silent film, “The Mark 
of Zorro” at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse at 320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 
91776.  Details on Page 2 of this issue of the Organ Log. 

 

December 14 – Monday at 6:30pm: A joint AGO and LATOS Holiday Event will occur at two neighboring 
locations including the Wilshire Ebell Theatre at 8:00pm. See the front page of this issue of 
The Organ Log for details. 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows feature the 
4-manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

ONGOING: Concerts at The Nethercutt Collection.  Visit http://www.nethercuttcollection.org/Calendar.aspx  for dates & info. 
 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a Hammond Elegante (also a 
volunteer pot-luck).  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Ave., Pasadena, in the "Lawrence Chapel" (not in main 
sanctuary).  Free parking in the rear.  Contact Elly Reitz 626-281-3311 for more info. 
 

OTHER EVENTS: Visit GoOrgan.com for an extensive list of theatre and classical organ concerts throughout southern California. 
 
 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
AllenOrgs@aol.com 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Bill Campbell 

 

Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 

Mark Herman: 626-791-9193 
 

Tony Wilson: LATOS1@verizon.net 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other board member contact info including email messaging. 
 

 


