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Mark Your Calendars for ‘Silent Sundays’ at the Playhouse 
1920 Silent Classic, “The Mark of Zorro” 
Accompanied by Christian Elliott on Theatre Pipe Organ 
 

Sunday, November 29th, 2015 at 2:30pm 
San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 
320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 

  
 

Kicking off the first of four silent movie screenings at the Mission Playhouse with 
live accompaniment on their beautiful fully restored 1926 vintage Wurlitzer theatre 
pipe organ, “The Mark of Zorro” stars Douglas Fairbanks in this 1920 
swashbuckler silent feature film with well known and popular artist, Christian Elliot, 
at the organ playing his original score composed for this occasion. 
 

“The Mark of Zorro” is described by film experts as a landmark in the career of 
Douglas Fairbanks and in the development of the action adventure film that offers 
an infusion of the romantic past with a contemporary flair. Beyond reenergizing his 
career and redefining a genre, the film helped popularize one of the enduring 
creations of twentieth-century American fiction, a character who was the prototype 
for comic book heroes such as Batman. 
 
ABOUT THE MOVIE: 
 

The Mark of Zorro tells the story of Don Diego Vega, the outwardly foppish son of 
a wealthy ranchero Don Alejandro in the old Spanish California of the early 19th 
century. Seeing the mistreatment of poor people by rich landowners and the 
oppressive colonial government, Don Diego, who is not as effete as he pretends, 
has taken the identity of the masked Robin Hood-like rogue Señor Zorro,  
champion of the people,  who appears out of nowhere to protect them from the 
corrupt administration of Governor Alvarado,  his henchman the villainous Captain 
Juan Ramon,  and the brutish Sergeant Pedro Gonzales (Noah Beery).   With his 
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1920 Silent Classic, “The Mark Of Zorro”, continued: 
 

sword flashing and an athletic sense of humor, Zorro 
scars the faces of evildoers with his mark, "Z". 
 

The movie has many exciting twists and turns with 
an exhilarating ending.  You will only find out how 
this picture ends when you attend this very engaging 
event! 
 
ABOUT CHRISTIAN ELLIOTT: 
 

Christian Elliott is a prominent concert organist who 
is equally at home performing classical or popular 
genres, and scores and accompanies silent films.  
His silent film accompaniment has included 
engagements at the Stanford Theatre in Palo Alto, 
UCLA, the Cinequest and San Francisco Silent Film 
Festivals, the San Diego Symphony, Los Angeles 
Conservancy, and the Academy of Motion Picture 
Arts and Sciences (to name a few). 
 

Christian was mentored by renowned theatre 
organists, including Lloyd G. Del Castillo, Gordon 
Kibbee, and Lyn Larsen. He is also identified for his 
association with legendary organist Gaylord Carter, 
the ‘dean’ of silent film accompaniment.  In 1995 at 
Carter’s gala 90th birthday celebration and farewell 
performance at Oakland’s Paramount Theatre, 
Christian and Gaylord shared the stage in a moving 
performance that garnered several standing 
ovations. 
 

Experience the magic of what it was like to go to the 
movies in the 1920’s with a fabulous film, “The Mark 
Of Zorro”, and an amazing accompanist, Christian 
Elliott. 
 
TICKETS: 
 

Only $10 in advance, $12 at the door.  Tickets for 
groups of ten or more are only $8.50. 
 

There are three easy ways to order tickets: 
 

 In Person: The box office is open on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from 12:00pm to 5:00pm.  The 
San Gabriel Mission Playhouse Box Office is 
located on the west side of the San Gabriel 
Mission Playhouse at 320 S. Mission Drive, 
San Gabriel, CA 91776, adjacent to the 
Playhouse parking lot. 

 

 Over the Phone:  Tickets may be purchased 
over the phone by calling the box office at (626) 
308-2868 on Tuesdays or Thursdays from 
12:00pm to 5:00pm. 

 

 Online: Visit missionplayhouse.org  
 

 

Jelani Eddington in Concert 
2:30pm, Sunday, October 4, 2015 
at the Old Town Music Hall  - 140 Richmond St. in El Segundo 

 
 

Although this is not a LATOS event, it is being 
promoted in this issue of The Organ Log, on our 
website (www.LATOS.org), and through our Facebook 
presence with many thanks for the warmth and 
hospitality that Bill Field (owner of the Old Town Music Hall) 
has continually given to LATOS.  You will love the 
warmth and intimacy of this theatre and its amazing 4 
manual/27 rank theatre pipe organ. You are sure to 
enjoy Jelani Eddington’s unparalleled artistry. 
 

For more info on this concert, and to make seat 
reservations, visit www.oldtownmusichall.org or call 
310-322-2592.  If you hear their recorded message, 
leave your name, phone number, and the number of 
people in your party and they will reserve the best 
available seats for you. 
 

Stirling Yearian Demo at the Ebell 

 
The Wilshire Ebell Theatre hosted the semi-annual 
membership meeting of the Los Angeles Historic 
Theatre Foundation, and LATOS was invited to 
highlight the Barton by playing as a casual part of the 
kickoff to the meeting. LATOS member Stirling 
Yearian performed a brief recital, and Steve Asimow 
gave a short presentation about the history of the 
Theatre Organ. Stirling then demonstrated various 
voices on the organ.  Many thanks to both Stirling and Steve! 
 

 

  The Organ Log  – October, 2015 PAGE 2 



 

 

Upcoming Board Elections 
Immediately After the December 14 Holiday Event 
at the Wilshire Ebell Theatre 
 

Elections for the LATOS Board of Directors will be 
held in December during the Annual Membership 
Meeting. If you are interested in serving on the 
Board of Directors, there are three ways a LATOS 
member can become a member of the board. The 
first is by appointment by the board to fill a 
vacancy.  Currently, this is not possible, as we 
have a full board of nine members.  The second is 
to submit a written petition to the Board, before the 
November 14, 2015 board meeting, with a request 
to be placed on the membership meeting ballot.  
The petition must be signed and endorsed by two 
additional LATOS members.  The third way is to be 
nominated by a LATOS member at the annual 
meeting.  As we are a chapter of ATOS (American 
Theatre Organ Society) only members of both 
LATOS and ATOS may vote or hold office. 
Members who wish to submit a written petition 
should kindly send it before November 1, 2015, to 
LATOS, Attn: Shirley Burt, Secretary, PO Box 
6083, Woodland Hills, CA 91365-6083. 
 

The LATOS annual membership meeting will be 
held on Monday, December 14th, at the Wilshire 
Ebell. It will start at approximately 8:45PM, right 
after the conclusion of the holiday concert.  Details 
of the holiday concert will be forthcoming in the 
November issue of The Organ Log. 
 

The purpose of the meeting will be to elect three 
members for our board of directors, and to hold a 
general discussion. LATOS members and FOTO’s 
may attend the meeting, however only LATOS 
members may vote for the Board of Directors.  
 

I will start with a short review of 2015, and then 
present the candidates that the nominating 
committee will choose for terms expiring in 2015. 
We will then open the floor for nominations for 
board members. If the number of nominees 
exceeds the three vacancies, we will distribute a 
ballot with candidates for the three-year term 
commencing on January 1, 2016.  If we do not 
have more than three nominees, we will not hold 
an election, and they will be considered elected. 
 

If you have questions about board membership, 
kindly email me at Hougen@sbcglobal.net.  I look 
forward to seeing you at the membership meeting! 
 

Angie Hougen, President and Chairperson 
Los Angeles Theatre Organ Society 
 

 

Proposed Amendment 
to One Paragraph of the LATOS Bylaws 
 

With the objective of making LATOS’ operating 
guidelines current and compatible with many of 
today’s corporate standards, there will be a move in 
2016 to update the 5th revision of its bylaws (dated 
November 3, 1983 by Patricia Skelding, Secretary).  The LATOS 
membership will vote on the new bylaws when they 
are finalized (in 3 or 4Q-2016). 
 

Over the last two years, LATOS has been improving 
its processes and is headed in a positive direction 
toward much needed growth in membership, an 
increase in activities for its members, finally 
developing its youth outreach, and more.  The current 
officers of the LATOS board have been doing an 
exemplary job in championing these efforts. 
 

The LATOS bylaws specify that the President and 
Vice President both serve one year terms, and can 
serve a maximum of two sequential one year terms.  
In an effort to keep the momentum with current 
leadership, a quorum of the board unanimously voted 
at the September 12, 2015 board meeting to put forth 
a ballot to the LATOS membership this October with a 
change to one word to Article VI, Section 1, entitled 
“Officers”.  It would be proposed that the word “two” 
(highlighted below) would be changed to “three”. 
 

From the Bylaws:  “The officers of this corporation 
shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and such other officers as the board may 
appoint. No person shall hold two or more offices. 
Neither the President nor the Vice-President may be 
elected or appointed to serve for more than two 
consecutive terms. After serving two consecutive 
terms, such officer shall not be eligible for reelection 
until at least one year shall have elapsed from the date 
of expiration of his last term.” 

 

A water-marked ballot and a self-addressed/stamped 
return envelope (return to Shirley Burt, LATOS Secretary) will 
be mailed to all LATOS members shortly after this 
Organ Log has been distributed.  We would 
appreciate everyone taking a short moment to check 
either the “Yes” or “No” box for the change and 
dropping the ballot into the mail as soon as possible. 
 
Mystery Photo 
 

Congratulations to Rose and Ken Crome, Michael 
McCuistion, and Bruce Skovmand who were the only 
four people with the correct guess that the ‘Mystery 
Photo’ in the September issue of the Organ Log was 
of organist and owner of the Old Town Music Hall, Bill 
Field.  Well done! 
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Southern California Organ Related Events 
 

October 4 – Sunday at 2:30pm: Jelani Eddington in concert at the Old Town Music Hall on 140 Richmond 
St. in El Segundo.  Visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org/concerts.html  or call 310-322-2592. 

 

October 31 - Saturday at 7:30pm:  Bob Salisbury will accompany the classic 1922 silent film, “Nosferatu” at Plummer Auditorium - 
201 East Chapman Avenue, Fullerton, CA 92832. This is an OCTOS event (Orange County). For more info, visit www.OCTOS.org 

 

November 29 – Sunday at 2:30pm: Christian Elliott accompanies the classic 1920 silent film, “The Mark 
of Zorro” at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse at 320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 
91776.  Story on the front page of this issue of the Organ Log. 

 

December 14 – Monday at 6:30pm: A joint AGO and LATOS Holiday Concert Event will occur at two 
neighboring locations including the Wilshire Ebell Theatre at 8:00pm where Mark Herman 
will perform a special musical presentation and accompany a silent film.  The annual membership 
meeting will occur at approximately 8:45pm. Info will be provided in a full article in the November 
issue of the Organ Log and on the LATOS.org website when details are finalized. 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows feature the 
4-manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a Hammond Elegante (also a 
volunteer pot-luck).  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Ave., Pasadena, in the "Lawrence Chapel" (not in main 
sanctuary).  Free parking in the rear.  Contact Elly Reitz 626-281-3311 for more info. 
 

OTHER EVENTS: Visit GoOrgan.com for an extensive list of theatre and classical organ concerts throughout southern California. 
 
 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
AllenOrgs@aol.com 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Bill Campbell 

 

Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 

Mark Herman: 626-791-9193 
 

Tony Wilson: LATOS1@verizon.net 

Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other board member contact info including email messaging. 
 

 


