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Mark Your Calendars for ‘Silent Sundays’ at the Playhouse 
1920 Silent Classic, “The Mark of Zorro” 
Accompanied by Christian Elliott on Theatre Pipe Organ 
 

Sunday, November 29th, 2015 at 2:30pm 
San Gabriel Mission Playhouse 
320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 91776 
 

Kicking off the first of four silent movie screenings at the Mission Playhouse 
with live accompaniment on their beautiful fully restored 1926 vintage Wurlitzer 
theatre pipe organ, “The Mark of Zorro” stars Douglas Fairbanks in this 1920 
swashbuckler silent feature film with well known and popular artist, Christian 
Elliot, at the organ playing his original score composed for this occasion. 
 

“The Mark of Zorro” is described by film experts as a landmark in the career of 
Douglas Fairbanks and in the development of the action adventure film that 
offers an infusion of the romantic past with a contemporary flair. Beyond 
reenergizing his career and redefining a genre, the film helped popularize one 
of the enduring creations of twentieth-century American fiction, a character 
who was the prototype for comic book heroes such as Batman. 
 

 Tickets are only $10 in advance and $12 at the door.  For groups of 10 
or more, tickets are only $8.50 each.  See all 4 films in the season for 
only $35! 

 

 Tickets will be available for purchase over the phone by calling (626) 
308-2868 starting September 1st.  

 
Silent Sundays is an ‘Engage!’ project, a collaboration between the Los Angeles 
Theatre Organ Society, the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse and City of San Gabriel. 
 

There will be a front page feature article (with photos) in the October issue that 
will provide additional information,  interesting facts about the film,  a bio of the 
featured artist (Christian Elliott),  how to order tickets,  and more. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit Us at www.LATOS.org 
 

 

Mystery Photo  
 

Congratulations to Woody Wise who guessed that the 
‘Mystery Photo’ in the August issue of the Organ Log 
was of organist, John Ledwon.  The ‘Mystery Photo’ 
on the right is the challenge for this month. If you can 
guess who is in the photo, please let us know by 
sending an email to LATOS1@verizon.net   Please 
provide us your name, and let us know if we may 
mention you in the October issue of the Organ Log. 

 

 



 

 

Organs from Radio’s Golden Age 
in Los Angeles 
 

Credits: SaveTheOrgan.com, the OHS Database and Paul Alan. 
 

Although the theatre pipe organ was mainly 
designed for use in theatres to accompany silent 
films and to provide other show music, it was also 
a much desired part of the early days of radio. 
 

In local radio stations across the U.S.A and 
abroad, a need developed for relatively low cost 
live music for in-studio productions. While studio 
orchestras were standard in some larger stations, 
other stations realized that the theatre pipe organ 
was a perfect fit for many radio shows. 
 

While a number of radio stations installed new 
theatre pipe organs, some organs were obtained 
from theatres that no longer wanted their 
instrument since they were migrating from silent 
films to sound films (called “talkies” at the time). 
 

Los Angeles was the home to numerous radio 
stations and studios that utilized theatre pipe 
organs. Sadly, there is very little information about 
those studios, or the fate of their pipe organs. This 
editor was able to find photos and information on 
only a couple of studios to provide you with a 
glimpse of Los Angeles’ radio and studio past. 
 

NBC Studios in Hollywood 

 
Henry Pope at the NBC Organ 

 

Excerpts from Mr. Jack Bethards’ posting to the 
SaveTheOrgan.org website:  The 1938 NBC 
building was a magnificent plant with many large 
auditoriums.  It is certainly one of the finest studios 
ever built. Strangely enough, they had a hybrid 
organ made up for their studio G.  The basis of it 
was the KPO San Francisco Welte organ.  To it 
 

 

was added a lot of Wurlitzer material. The organ 
was mostly installed by Henry Pope (photo above). 
The organ’s current whereabouts is unknown. 
 

KNX Radio Studio in Hollywood 

 
3 Manual/10 Rank Robert Morton     Photo courtesy of Jim Lewis 
 

Haven of Rest Studio on Hyperion in Silverlake 

 
 

Nicknamed the “Good Ship Grace”, it hosted a ten 
rank Wurlitzer Style 215 for many years. 
 

Lorin Whitney Studios in Glendale 

 
 

As you might recall from an article in our April 
2014 issue, Nathan Barr is restoring and installing 
his 3 manual/18 rank Wurlitzer theater pipe organ, 
Opus 1967, which came from the scoring stage at 
20th Century Fox in Culver City where it was 
used for many years. More to come on this subject! 
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The Only Scheduled Los Angeles Showing 
 

The Burbank International Film Festival 
2:00pm, Sunday, September 13, 2015 
 
 

at the Burbank AMC Town Center 6 
 

770 N. 1st Street, Burbank, CA 91502 

 

We are proud of the fact that our long-time 
LATOS Member, Woody Wise has co-
produced a fascinating documentary entitled, 
“Brotherhood of the Popcorn” that will be shown 
in limited release this month in LA (see above).   
 

The Brotherhood of the Popcorn website 
describes the documentary as an inspiring and 
nostalgic human interest documentary about 
friendship, classic films, growing old, and living 
life to the fullest.  It is a heartwarming story 
about a group of lively seniors who call 
themselves, ‘The Cliffhangers.’ The group has 
met bi-weekly at Woody Wise’s home theater in 
Hollywood for over 35 years to watch and 
celebrate classic American films of Hollywood. 
 

The narrator of the documentary and originator 
of the ‘The Cliffhangers’, Woody Wise, guides 
the viewer through his home (formerly on the Bette 
Davis estate) where The Cliffhangers meet on a 
typical Saturday.  They have breakfast,  watch  a 
double-feature and a cliffhanger serial, and they 

 
 

CONTINUED FROM THE LEFT COLUMN: 
 

Woody Wise tells us that “Brotherhood of the 
Popcorn is chock full of antique stock footage of 
Hollywood, the major studios, film sets, and movie 
stars, and is sure to make every movie-lover's heart 
rate skip a beat or two.”  He also said, “you will 
especially enjoy the contribution of well known 
artist, Rob Richards, who provided theatre pipe 
organ recordings for the film.”  This documentary 
celebrates tradition, friendship, nostalgia and films ~ 
the good ol' fashion way, with some good ol' 
fashioned gentlemen.  They definitely don't make 
them like they used to! 
 

Film Critic, Leonard Maltin, says that the film is “An 
affectionate portrait of friends whose common 
interest is a LOVE of old movies  …disarming and 
ENJOYABLE”. 
 

Tickets $10 each.  For more info and tickets, visit: 
 

www.BrotherhoodOfThePopcorn.com 
 

OR   www.BurbankFilmFest.org 

have lunch. The Cliffhangers talk about almost 
everything under the sun: movies, family, wives, 
stars, surgeries, their health, their diet, their 
retirements, their kids, their pets, their loves and 
more. 
 

Told through the lens of their unique 
personalities, it becomes apparent that their 
individual life stories and struggles are just as 
interesting as the movies they watch! This 
documentary demonstrates how each of their 
lives was shaped by the 'Saturday Matinee' of 
yesteryear, the era they grew up in, with all of 
the history and glamour of Hollywood and its 
movies. 
 

The film also explores film preservation, the 
progression of animation, film projectors, silent 
films, theater organs and movie theaters. 
 

 

Note of Omissions from the August 
Issue of The Organ Log an update from Tony Wilson 
 

The front page of the August issue of the Organ 
Log announced that Bill Field, owner and proprietor 
of the Old Town Music Hall received the American 
Theatre Organ Society’s 2015 Honorary Member 
award.  The article pointed out that only one person 
typically receives this award each year.  The article 
also listed just a few examples of previous 
recipients of national and international fame in order 
to convey the significance of the award. 
 

We unintentionally neglected to include the names 
of ATOS and local LATOS members, Peter Crotty 
and Don Near.  For the record, Peter Crotty 
received an Honorary Member award in 2012, and 
Don Near received the award in 2013. 
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Southern California Organ Related Events 
 

September 13 - Sunday at 2:00pm:  Exclusive showing of “Brotherhood of the Popcorn” at the Burbank AMC Town Center 6 
on 770 N. 1st Street, Burbank, CA 91502.  Tickets $10 each.  See page 3 in this issue of the Organ Log. 

 

October 4 – Sunday at 2:30pm: Jelani Eddington in concert at the Old Town Music Hall on 140 Richmond 
St. in El Segundo.  Visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org/concerts.html  or call 310-322-2592. 

 

October 31 - Saturday at 7:30pm:  Bob Salisbury accompanies the classic 1922 silent film, “Nosferatu” at Plummer Auditorium - 
201 East Chapman Avenue, Fullerton, CA 92832. This is an OCTOS event (Orange County). For more info, visit www.OCTOS.org 

 

November 29 – Sunday at 2:30pm: Christian Elliott accompanies the classic 1920 silent film, “The Mark 
of Zorro” at the San Gabriel Mission Playhouse at 320 S. Mission Drive, San Gabriel, CA 
91776.  Story on the front page of this issue of the Organ Log. 

 

ONGOING: Concerts, Movies & Shows at the Old Town Music Hall, 140 Richmond Street, El Segundo.  Many shows feature the 
4-manual theatre pipe organ. Call (310) 322-2592 (recorded info) or visit http://www.oldtownmusichall.org 
 

ONGOING: The Organ Grinders every 2nd Sunday of the month at 2:00pm.  Open console on a Hammond Elegante (also a 
volunteer pot-luck).  Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1757 North Lake Ave., Pasadena, in the "Lawrence Chapel" (not in main 
sanctuary).  Free parking in the rear.  Contact Elly Reitz 626-281-3311 for more info. 
 

OTHER EVENTS: Visit GoOrgan.com for an extensive list of theatre and classical organ concerts throughout southern California. 
 
 

LATOS Board Members 
 

President & Chair: Angie Hougen 
818-667-4785 
 

Vice President: Henry Hunt 
AllenOrgs@aol.com 
 

 

Secretary: Shirley Burt 
626-710-2138 
 

Treasurer: Don Near 
800-539-8944 
 

Bill Campbell 

 
Dorsey Caldwell: 626-798-1820 
 

Steve Asimow: 818-240-9825 
 

Mark Herman: 626-791-9193 
 

Tony Wilson: LATOS1@verizon.net 
Visit www.LATOS.org for committee & other board member contact info including email messaging. 

 
 


